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ee anaes Conmnanee Spats Wiis CHa <6 


AU2501123894 Paris AFP in English 1219 GMT 
25 Jan 94 


[Text] Geneva, Jan 25 (AFP)}—The 39-nation UN Con- 
ference on Disarmament opened here Tuesday [25 Jan- 
uary] with French Ambassador Gerard Errera 
denouncing North Korea’s [DPRK] refusal to allow 
international inspections of its nuclear sites. 

Errera, chairman of the conference, said Pyongyang’s 
refusal cannot be “treated as only a regional issue.” 


He said the world’s major nuclear powers—the United 
States, Russia, France, Britain and China—could not 
“accept to impose nuclear constraints on themselves if 
other countries continue to secretly develop nuclear 


weapons programs.” 


North Korea suspended inspections of its nuclear sites 
by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in 
January 1993 and three inonths later threatened to 
pull-out of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, 
sparking fears that it was developing or had already 
developed a nuclear bomb. 


Errera added that Iraq had also raised fears within the 
international community that it was developing its 
nuclear capability and that the breakup of the Soviet 
Union was threatening the implementation of the non- 
proliferation treaty. 


There are fears that stocks of fissionable material have 
been sold or otherwise channelled from former Soviet 
bloc countries to countries secretly engaged in nuclear 
research. 


The UN conference here, aimed at securing pledges from 
the nuclear powers for a comprehensive test ban treaty 
(CTBT), is to set up an ad-hoc committee to negotiate 
the treaty. 


The United States has already expressed reservations 
about Iraq beiag a member. 


UN representative Vladimir Petrovskiy said Tuesday 
that he would be in favor of enlarging the committee to 
include additional members. 


Errera, in his opening statement, also said that “today's 
reality does not reflect the past where two superpowers 
could negotiate between themselves a disarmament 
treaty and then present it for ratification by the interna- 
tional community.” 
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The five nuclear powers nevertheless have their own 
reservations about a CTBT. 


The United States, Russia, France and Britain have for 
example suspended their tests, whereas China carried 
out an explosion as recently as last October and appears 
in no hurry to conclude testing. 


In any event, signing a test ban treaty would in no way 
imply that the nuclear five were ready to give up their 
nuclear stockpile. or abandon the doctrine of nuclear 
deterrence. 


Errera said he could not predict how long the conference 
would last. “The main thing is that the talks should be 
taken seriously so that we can work towards a treaty 
acceptable to everybody.” 


It appeared unlikely that they would conclude before the 
1995 expiry date of the current Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) which the Western powers 
wish to extend for a period of several years. 


Israel’s Rabin Addresses Council of Europe 


TA2601124794 Jerusalem Qol Yisra’el in Hebrew 1200 
GMT 26 Jan 94 


[Text] Prime Minister Yitzhaq Rabin has called on the 
Syrian president to cover some more distance in order to 
meet Israel halfway for peace and to offer Israel a higher 
degree of security, one that would reflect Damascus’ 
long-term intentions. The prime minister added that the 
al-Asad-Clinton meeting gave rise to the hope that Syria 
genuinely desired peace, the same kind of peace sought 
by Israel. 


In an address before the Council of Europe, Mr. Rabin 
rejected the possibility of introducing any changes into 
the Madrid format. He stressed: We seek to achieve 
bilateral agreements in each of the negotiating tracks in a 
bid to attain comprehensive peace in the region. 


Mr. Rabin urged the Palestinians not to permit religious 
and political zealots to divert them from the path of 
peace, promising that Israel would continue striking out 
at terrorism. 


The prime minister reminded his audience that as the 
Six Day War chief of staff, he swore to be the last chief 
of staff forced to defend Israel from unreasonable lines of 
defense. Mr. Rabin added that Israel would not compro- 
raise on its security, although it is prepared to take 
calculated risks. 


Toward the end of his address, the prime minister said: 
We yearn for 1994 to be a year of peace, and not a year 
of fiascoes. 
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Romanian Deputies Request Lifting of FRY group of 38 men quickly boarded the plane for Sarajevo. 
Embargo However, fighting to the north of the city forced them to 


AU2501200294 Bucharest Radio Romania Network in 
Romanian 1800 GMT 25 Jan 94 


[Dan Preda report from Strasbourg] 


[Excerpts] Currently the plenary session of the Parlia- 
mentary Assembly of the Council of Europe is debating 
the situation in former Yugoslavia, more precisely, the 
effects of the embargo instated against former Yugo- 
slavia [by the UN Security Council] on the economy of 
the neighboring countries. The afternoon session began 
with the speech of Thorvald Stoltenberg. [passage 
omitted] 


The floor was also taken by Dumitru Buzatu, Romanian 
Chamber of Deputies member [and Vaslui deputy on 
behalf of the Social Democracy Party of Romania], who 
pointed out that, currently, further losses are registered 
in Romania's economy, which so far armount to over $7 
billion. Senator Adrian Paunescu also took the floor to 
discuss that issue. He asserted that the embargo should 
be lifted and the principle of dialogue should be intro- 
duced. Romania is suffering, the PSM [Socialist Party of 
Labor] senator said, merely because of the wish to make 
Serbia suffer. [passage omitted] 


Hinders UN Humanitarian Actions in 
Bosnia 


BR2501 154094 Antwerp GAZET VAN ANTWERPEN 
in Dutch 25 Jan 94 p I 


[Article by Annick Van Wallendael: “Belgian Blue Hel- 
mets Blocked by Fighting—Bosnia Road II Operations 
Delayed”) 

[Text] Split (Croatia}—The 81 UN troops who set out 
from Melsbroek yesterday to take part in the Bosnia 
Road II humanitarian aid operation were immediately 
faced with considerable difficulties. The engineering 
corps from Burcht, Jambes, Amay, and Peutie are sup- 
posed to relieve their French-speaking colleagues who 
have been stationed for the last four months in Kakanj, 
40 km northwest of Sarajevo. However, fighting has 
turned this plan upside down. 


A first group of 38 men from among the newcomers got 
caught up in Sarajevo, from where they probably headed 
for Zagreb. The second group of 43 men had to wait in 
Split. The withdrawal of the French-speaking detach- 
ment also went completely wrong. Their convoy was 
stopped by the Serbian militia 20 km outside Sarajevo. 
They will probably try to reach Sarajevo again today. 


The fresh troops were meant to be flown in UN aircraft 
from Split to Sarajevo, in two groups. Armored cars were 
then supposed to take them on the last part of the 
journey to Kakanj. The departing troops were meant to 
cross with them in Sarajevo and fly back to Split in the 
same aircraft. Up to Split everything ran smoothly. As 
planned, the group split up into two sections. A first 


divert the flight, probably to Zagreb. 


The failure of the rendezvous raises another probiem: 
The fresh troops were supposed to receive bulletproof 


has long been the subject of debate. 


WEU Head on FRY, U.S. Leadership in Europe 


BR2501140794 Antwerp DE FINANCIEEL- 
EKONOMISCHE TIJD in Dutch 25 Jan 94 p 6 


[Article signed PL: “Inverted Salami Policy in Former 
Yugoslavia—WEU Secretary General Van Eekelen”] 


[Text] The United Nations is following inverted salami 
policies in the former Yugoslavia. Every week there is a 
new slice or resolution, without it becoming clear what is 
really wanted. These inverted salami policies are leading 
one general after another to leave the UN forces. 


That is the opinion of W.F. Van Eekelen, the secretary 
general of the Western European Union (WEU’. Looking 
to a possible peace settlement in the former Yugoslavia, 
he called for stronger policies yesterday. In a speech to 
the Belgian Netherlands Association, Van Eekelen 
denied he was seeking a military solution to the Yugoslav 
problem. But military resources must be deployed better 
to achieve the objectives. However, that presuppores 
that the objectives are formulated clearly. And so far that 
has not been the case. 


Originally the WEU was responsible for enforcing the 
embargo against Serbia and Montenegro, and now it is 
also responsible for enforcing the Danube embargo. The 
Organization is prepared to contribute to organizing the 
administration of Mostar by taking over police duties 
and other tasks related to public order. 


The WEU was set up in 1948 and has 10 members: All 
the member states of the European Union [EU] except 
Ireland and Denmark, which are observers. Turkey, 
Norway, and Iceland are associate members. The Maas- 
tricht Treaty makes the WEU responsible for imple- 
menting the EU's decisions and measures in the field of 
defense. However, Van Eekelen pointed out that collec- 
tive defense was no longer the priority of the WEU 
countries. After all, the former East Bloc is no longer an 
immediate threat. At present the military-operational 
aspect is becoming particularly important: How can the 
soldiers be deployed? 


European Leadership 


Like NATO, the WEU presently is also unable to offer 
the East European countries full membership, Van 
Eekelen said. Countries which have not joined the 7U 
cannot become members of the WEU. WEU members 
are obliged to offer each other military assistance if one 
of them is attacked. Such a guarantee could be offered 
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only to countries which followed the same policies, 
according to the WEU secretary general. 


For Van Eekelen, the recent NATO summit was virtually 
a revolution. He has long said that it must be possible for 
the armies of the countries concerned to be able to 
operate in both NATO and WEU contexts. The NATO 
summit decided, following a U.S. proposal, that NATO 
resources could be made available to the WEU. This 
brings an end to the competition between the United 
States and Europe. The U.S. military presence in Europe 
wil} be maintained, but that does not mean that the 
United States will take part in all operations in Europe. 
U.S. leadership therefore will no longer be the same as in 
the past. It seems self-evident that this U.S. leadership 
will be replaced in Europe by a European leadership. But 
that is casier said than done, according to Van Eccelen. 
Because this European leadership must not become 
French, German, or British leadership. Therefore con- 
vergence is the watchword in this area. 


Morillon Calls For More Air Capability in Bosnia 


BR2601131494 Brussels LA LIBRE BELGIQUE in 
French 26 Jan 94 p 6 


[Report on interview with General Philippe Morillon, 
former UN commander in Bosnia, by Philippe Paquet 
and Christophe Lamfalussy; place and date not given: 
“General Morillon: We Need Air Power”; first para- 
graph is LA LIBRE BELGIQUE introduction] 


[Text] Believe and dare! You have to be General 
Morillon to give such a title—at a time of such disillu- 
sionment—to a book about the war in Bosnia. But, 
although he is seeking to bring a message of hope, 
particularly to the younger generations who may be 
tempted to believe that the world has gone mad in the 
former Yugoslavia, the former commander of UN peace- 
keeping operations in Bosnia qualifies these words six 
months after his departure from Sarajevo. 

“Today, I would be inclined to say ‘dare to believe’ as 
this is something which is becoming increasingly diffi- 
cult to do,” admits Philippe Morillon in an interview 
granted to LA LIBRE BELGIQUE. “I refuse to despair. 
I want to believe that peace is still possible, that the 
ethnic divisions are not so deep as to prevent a return to 
community life in the future. In the field, in any case, our 
men believe in this because they see the usefulness of 
what they are doing. But they need the tu.' backing of 
public opinion; if ever doubt takes b vid, then we must 
pull them out.” 


Reply And Retaliation 


Such doubt could stem from what General Morillon 
refers to as “a misunderstanding, or lack of understand- 
ing,” among the general public and also on the part of 
certain politicians “to whom we have not sufficiently 
explained exactly what the military is calling for in 
Bosnia.” 


INTER-EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 


lo 


defense and to do that air power is essential. It is the only 
way of replying to artillery attacks with the necessary 
ee Oe en nen ee 
often located behind civilian shields—hospitals and 
schools, etc.—which must not be touched. An armed 
plane or helicopter can fulfill this mission as was shown 


, Bn Rage ata Mons Sonny ag heel ng also have a 
deterrent value. People may be brave, they are not 
necessarily reckless.” 

The Somali Trap 


“The one thing we must avoid,” continues Philippe 
Morillon, “is to cunfuse intervention and humanitarian 
aid as we did in Somalia. That is a mistake, a disastrous 
confusion of diffe. ent kinds of activity. Our task is to see 
that humanitarian aid gets through, without which no 
survival is possible—at least during winter—and we 
must not fall into the trap of those who claim that by 
providing this aid we are simply prolonging the war. And 
if we have chosen not to intervene—that is not to side 
with any of the belligerent parties—‘t is because we 
believe the remedy would be worse than the d:*ease, that 
we would be serving to deepen the divide between the 
communities.” 


There Is Still Time 


General Morillon believes that “it is not too late to stop 
the ethnic cleansing, but the situation gets worse by the 
day, due to the continuing destruction which deepens the 
divide, and people being exiled. This is an absolute 
necessity. We must, for example, oppose the creation of 
a Muslim state in the heart of Bosnia because that would 
give a doomed hope to Muslim fundamentalism and 
create a Gaza Strip in Europe. This is why the Western 
objective is to reestablish a multicultural democracy in 
the former Yugoslavia.” 

Despite the protracted Bosnian conflict, Philippe 
Morillon wants to believe that this objective can still be 
met but, he stresses: “V/e must be careful not to become 
impatient. The new international order cannot be estab- 
lished overnight. This country will escape from its 
present drama when its citizens have understood that 
they must no longer allow themselves to be led to 
collective suicide by a handful of extremists who hold 
power. | believe that if free elections were held in Bosnia 
today, the extremists would be driven from office. 
Failing this, we must give notice to all the protagonists to 
act in accordance with the desire for peace they profess.” 


Stop the Hypocrisy 


In the meantime, concludes the hero of Srebrenica, 
“countries must stop the hypocrisy of refusing to grant 
the United Nations the necessary resources to imple- 
ment the missions they confer upon it. Countries which 
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do not even pay their debts with respect to an interna- 
tional organization which—in any event— we simply 
cannot do without.” 


French Senate: Schengen ‘Inappiicable’ by 1 Feb 
BR2601 114694 Paris LE FIGARO in French 26 Jan 94 
po 


[Report by Sophie Huet: “According to a Senate Report: 
Schengen Agreements Inapplicable for One Year") 


[Text] The Senate fact-finding mission formed 31 
months ago to verify the conditions for the implementa- 
tion of the Schengen agreement, which eliminates the 
internal borders and makes provision for the free move- 
ment of people and goods within the European Union, 
yesterday issued its final report concluding that the 
system is inapplicable. “This is our third postpone- 
ment,” Xavier de Villepin (centrist, representing expa- 
triate French citizens), chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Affairs Commission, stressed. 


As the author of the mission's report, de Villepin reaf- 
firmed that the free movement of people had originally 
been set for | January 1993 when the single market came 
into force, then it was postponed until October 1993 
(Madrid Conference), until December 1993 (Paris 
summit), and again postponed until | February 1994, 
the date put forward as “an essential deadline.” Even 
before the Senate report was published, Bernd Schmid- 
bauer, the German secretary of state to the Chancellery 
responsible for European questions. said yesterday 
morning that the elimination of iden!)'y checks at the 
borders of the nine European Union countries would 
have to be postponed again because it is “totally impos- 
sible on | February.” 


The implementation of this agreement is encountering 
one main difficulty: The establishment of the Schengen 
Information System (SIS), the joint computer facility 
which should make it possible for the Schengen signatory 
states (namely the Twelve minus Britain, Ireland, and 
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Denmark) to consult police and legal data. Paul Masson 
(Rally for the Republic, Loiret), chairman of the Senate 
fact-finding mission, blames “the dilution of responsi- 
bility,” the “bad choice of technicians” responsible for 
designing the SIS, the conditions in which the contract 
was awarded, and the loss of control over technical tests. 
“The current failure of the SIS results from a series of 
dysfunctions in the system without it being 
possible to identify a single culprit,” the report stresses. 
“The failure is collective. It is grave, serious, and bitter, 
and it undermines the credibility of an entire organiza- 
tion.... It is the system as a whole which must be 
reviewed.” 


The Senators’ disappointment is particularly great 
because France has launched a complex process of 
adapting its Constitution (twice), its legislation (six laws 
passed), and its regulations to conform to the Schengen 
agreement. 


Cornerstone 


The Senate mission also heard European Affairs Min- 
ister Alain Lamassoure on |! January and he confirmed 
this assessment: “The internal legal provisions we have 
made in connection with the implementation of the 
Schengen convention will not be implemented on | 
February,” the minister stressed, explaining that internal 
border controls and the police system would not be 
relaxed “until the Schengen convention is imple- 
mented.” 


In the view of Xavier de Villepin and Paul Masson, the 
delay in the implementation of the SIS cannot be made 
up in less than a year. This computer network, costing 30 
million francs (France contributed 26.8 percent of its 
financing), was designed badly from the start, and it is, in 
a way, “the cornerstone” of the agreement. 


The direct result of this is that all the joint prAicies drawn 
up in the Schengen framework (in the area of the right to 
asylurn, the granting of visas, external border controls, 
airport equipment, combating illegal immigration, and 
drug trafficking) are blocked “for an indefinite period” 
creating “a major legal and technical vacuum.” 
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Military Restructcring To Result in Leaner Army 
AU2501160194 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
25 Jan 94 p 3 


{Report by Wilhelm Ortmayr: “‘New Army Structure:’ 
An Army Is Slimming Down”) 


[Text] “At 0800 [0700 GMT} on 9 February, you have to 
join your unit for a one-day special military exercise. 
Please bring along all the military clothes and equipment 
that you received.” These weeks and months, all over 
Austria, tens of thousands of militia soldiers will receive 
similar call-up orders. He who has a company com- 
mander who is generous with information may learn 
from an accompanying letter that this is a measure 
within the framework of restructuring the Federal Army 
and that the exercise will be held in civilian clothes. This 
is necessary because some men will turn in their military 
clothes. No further details are mentioned. 


The largest organizational reform of the Federal Army in 
20 years is taking place almost without people noticing. 
“Heeresgliederung (HG) neu” (“New Army Structure”’] 
is the catchword, and it will lead to a reduction of the 
real mobilizing strength from 240,000 to 120,000 men. 
The new definition of tasks provides for disaster relief, 
assistance operations (Burgenland), and border protec- 
tion operations (Slovenia 1991). A limited defensive 
action is regarded as less probable, although manageable. 


In the future, potential threats are to be warded off at the 
border. For this purpose, a 15,000-men reaction force 
should be available by 1995, two-thirds of which will 
consist of professional soldiers. How much the new army 
structure focuses on operations is also reflected in the 
fact that there is no longer a differentiation between 


organization for peace and for operations. 


The new structure provides for three corps, each con- 
sisting of one command battalion, one telecommunica- 
tions battalion, one engineering battalion, and one 
reconnaissance battalion. Moreover, there are artillery, 
medical, and supply units at regiment strength. The 3d 
Corps (Lower and Upper Austria) has one extra regiment 
of engineers and the three Army brigades of armored 
infantrymen. 


In the sphere of the m*itary command of Carinthia, 
Styria, and Burgenland, two brigades of infantrymen 
each—each with 4,000 men—and several units of guards 
and blocking troops will be set up. In the remaining six 
military commands, only brigades of infantrymen and 
guards and blocking troops will be established. 


With the establishment of the new army structure, 
almost all area-bound units (such as blocking battalions) 
have been dissolved. Only the personnel of the fixed 
installations retain their assignments. The futures of 
militia soldiers of dissolved units will depend on their 
qualifications, their abilities, and the personnel needs of 
the new units. What is certain is that all militia soldiers 
who have reached the .ew 35-year age limit will be 
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longer needed because there are enough men or because 
of insufficient qualifications. 


The establishment of the new 120,000-man task organi- 
zation will be concluded by the middle of 1995. “The 
conversion is going really well as far as the militia are 
concerned,” Brigadier Friedrich Hessel, head of the 
General Staff Department in the Defense Ministry said. 
All troops receive Field Uniform 75 and Automatic Rifle 
77. The old uniforms and the 58-rifie will no longer be 
used. 


The restructuring process will take somewhat longer in 
the area of training units. “Service regulations aad ossified 
structures will cause delays,” Hessel said. The Landwe- 
hrstam= regimenter (LWSR) (infantry parent -—+~ 
which were needed in the past as recruit schools for the 
militia army, have ceased to exist at the beginning of the 
year. In Lower Austria, for example, the LWSR 32 (Kornev- 
burg) and 33 (Mautern) will become Motorized Infantry 
Regiment 3. The facilities will be kept. 


Basically, one can say that each unit will train its own 
recruits. He who starts his basic military service at 
Motorized Infantry Regiment 8 in Salzburg, will be used 
as a militia soldier within the framework of Motorized 
Infantry Brigade 8. 

Even in the restructured army, somewhat more than half 
of those doing basic military service will serve eight 
months in a row. Then they will be assigned to a task 
organization for a few years without, however, having to 
participate in any exercises. Those who used 1o serve six 
months will now have to do seven months, with the last 
30 days mainly being dedicated to operational exercises. 
Then the remaining 30 days will have to be served in 
two-year intervals in the form of six-day exercises. 


Social hardship—that is to say the dismissal of profes- 
sional soldiers—should be avoided whenever possible, 
although some officers and noncommissioned officers 
might be forced to commute to other facilities. “A 
soldier has to be that flexible,” Brigadier Hessel said. 


Citizens Submit Compensation Claims to 
Westinghouse 

AU2501153194 Vienna DER Si ANDARD ir German 
25 Jan 94 p 4 


[Unattributed report: “Wave of Claims on Temelin 
Constr iction Company”) 


[Text] Salzburg—Some 90,000 Austrians have sub- 
mitted compensation claims to the U.S. company West- 
inghouse—builder of the Temelin nuclear power plant— 
payable in the event of an accident affecting Austria. 
This has been reported by the nonparty platform against 
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nuclear threats in Salzburg. The demands amount to a 
total of almost 3 trillion Austrian schillings. 


Haider Says Klestil Should Settle ‘Affair’ or Resign 


AU2501131194 Vienna Ocesterreich Eins Radio Network 
in German 1100 GMT 25 Jan 94 


[Text] [Announcer] Joerg Haider, chairman of the 
Freedom Party of Austria, commented on President 
Thomas Klestil’s marital problems today. He does not 
want to assume the role of a lage guidance coun- 
cilor, but he believes that Klestil should either settle his 
problems quickly or resign from office, he pointed out. 


[Haider] I believe that political reason commands him to 
settle his matters in a way that restores public respect. 
The public discussion of the private affair of an official 
figure should be prevented. Doing nothing would be the 
worst thing in the current situation. Thus, | think that 
the damage for the country must now be limited. This is 
the most important thing. Our international standing has 
certainly not improved as a result of this affair. For this 
reason, it is important to settle it quickly. I do not want 
to say any more at present. If he is not in a position to 
resolve the matter, he will have to relinquish his uffice 
anyway. Somebody else will then have to (ill this posi- 
thon. 


Dailies Comment on Implications of Klestil Affair 


‘Pink Scandal’ Favors Certain Groups 
AU2501 145994 Vienna KURIER in Gorman 25 Jan 94 
pi 


[Karl Rauscher editorial: “Scandalo Rosa™] 


[Text] “Scandalo rosa all'Hofburg,” writes Milan's 
CORRIERE. This evokes pictures of a horse-drawn 
carriage, curtains drawn, that takes Mary from the ballet 
to the crown prince's chambers. 


Good for tourism, bad for the republic. Seriously: The 
image of a scandal-ridden operetta-like Austria, unable 
to govern itself properly, suits the plans of certain 
political groups very well. The Vienna correspondent of 
the nationalist conservative FRANKFURTER ALLGE- 
MEINE has been writing for years that only the German 
nationalist Joerg Haider can “renew” the country. 
Haider's Pan-Germanic guru Andreas Moelzer justifies 
his anschluss fantasies with the argument that Austria “is 
unable to survive without outside help.” A “pink scandal 
in the presidential office” perfectly suits the plans of a 
change to the “Third Republic.” 


Klestil Needs To Act Quickly 


AU2501 145794 Vienna DER STANDARD in German 
25 Jan 94 p J: 


[Gerfried Speri editorial: “Every Day Everything—or 
Nothing”) 


[Text] In his decision to talk pubiicly about his problems, 
President Klestil only told half the truth. Now the whole 
truth has become apparent. The word “ 

appeared for the first time on the front page of a daily—as 
though NEVE KRONEN-ZEITUNG had decided to 
abandon him after it %ad insinuated, with the help of a few 
readers’ letters a few days earlier, that people believed that 
he (“and his family") should be left alone. Has Thomas 
Klests! caused this media war through carelessness? Will he 
receive EVERYTHING EVERYDAY—or will he be left 
without anything in the end? 


formance as President. hepa ty 
popular support for some time—for good reasons: 
Clinton did not offer stones about his past to the media, 


enced by a mistress—even if only optically. 


On the other hand, the interviews with Edith Kiestil 
have shown how eloquent and quick-witted the “First 
Lady” is. It has become clear that she might have been 
able to assume political tasks beyond the duties laid 
down in the protocol, that she might have become a 
mini-Hillary at the Hofburg Palace. Thus, it is all the 
more understandable that, as a first conclusion, she left 
the official villa and not her husband, who must have left 
her a long time ago as far as his feelings are concerned. 


Even though Klestil’s resignation might seem obvious to 
some, and even though some of his friends in the 
Austrian People’s Party might not be too unhappy about 
that, resignation should not be offered as an casy solu- 
tion to the president—all the more so because the idea 
was launched by tabloids. Moreover, a resignation by the 
president 1s not covered by the Constitution—as though 
the rules of the monarchy were still valid. 


Naturally Austria has not plunged into a state crisis 
because of this affair. The president continues to be able 
to act politically. However, the need for the president to 
settle his private matters that even effects his closest 
aides at the office is all the greater. What is the real 
problem? 


First, a clarification is required regarding the private 
sphere that was sold to the population as intact during 
the election campaign. Klestil should try to win back his 
wife on her conditions or seek a divorce. In both <ases, 
his aide Margot Loeffler would have to return to the 
Foreign Ministry, which could be ordered by the foreign 
minister, who is her official boss. 


Second, the office itself must be examined. Kiestil has 
always considered his German counterpart, President 
Richard von Weizsaecker, as his ideal. This is probably 
no longer topical, even though a solution of his private 
problems might save some of his public authority. lt 
would probably take morths to restore it. 
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If it #8 mot possible to repair the presidency, the public, 
the Austrian Fecple's Party, Kiestil himself would have 
to think about resignation. The president still has a little 
time to prevent this and to prove that he 1s still capabie 
of fulfilling his duties as president. 


Otherwise, there 1s the danger of a greater damage and of 
a lasting weakness: Whereas anger, bitterness, and with- 
drawal characterized Waldheim's term of office, the worst 
of all judgments ts now threatening—that of ndicule. 








» BENELUX 26 January 1994 
Netherlands peace. One year later this figure had increased to 66 
percent, and last month the figure “ad risen to 54 

Poll Says Battalion Faces ‘Acceptable’ Risks in parm. 
Bosnia The SMK adds that, in an opinion poll, every vigorous 


BR2501 145694 Amsterdam DE VOLKSKRANT in 
Dutch 25 Jan 94 p 3 


[Article by Wio Joustra: “Risk Battalion in Bosnia 
Acceptable”] 

[Text] Just over one-half of Netherianders consider the 
risks run by Dutch soldiers in the former Yugoslavia to 
be acceptable. One in three Netherlanders find them 


the NIPO 
commissioned by the SMK [Foundation for Society and 
the Armed Forces}, the figures are 57 and 29 percent 
respectively. 

The representative sample on which the figures are based 
was interviewed on 20 and 21 December 1993, at a time 
when there was still uncertainty regarding the dispatch of 
some 1,200 Netherlander ground troops to castern 
Bosnia. There are now around 2,000 netheriander troops 
in the former Yugoslavia. 

Since the end of December, both the likelihood of 
sending out the reinforced light mobile battalion and of 
NATO air strikes in the area where Netheriander troops 
are stationed has increased. According tc Defense Min- 
ister Ter Beck, if necessary the battalion will take 
“robust” action in order to fulfill its dual humanitarian 
mission—to protect the Muslim population and human- 
itarian aid convoys. As many as 70 percent of Nether- 
landers are strongly in favor of using force if necessary in 
order to get this aid through—even if this does increase 
the risk to Dutch soldiers. 


At the same time, the Dutch are also becoming increas- 
ingly pessimistic regardi ‘¢ the likelihood of a lasting 
peace in the formes Yuyvslavia. At the end of 1991, half 
of public opinion no ionger believed in a negotiated 
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Czech Republic, and Hungary 01 
NATO. The picture of an unsafe is confir med by 
the fact that 54 percent of the populatio:. believe that the 
number of armed conflicts will increase ‘4 the near 


future 


find it 
strange ‘Nat 74 percent—a level not recorded since the 
end of the Cold War—of people believe there is a need 
for the armed forces. 
At 72 percent, participation in UN missions in general 
receiver virtually the same ievel of support. This does 
not detract from the fact that the defense of one's own 
en ee ee 
as the most important task of thy: armed forces. Human- 
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Hurd Confers With Visiting Qetari Foreign 


JIN2401154294 Manama WAKH in Arabic 1430 GMT 
24 Jan 94 


{Text} London, 24 Jan (WAKH)—Douglas Hurd, the 


BK 2601035794 Islamabad Radio Pakistan Network in 
Urdu 0200 GMT 26 Jan 94 


Diplomat Announces New Trade Campaign To 
Target Japan 

OW 2601 100594 Tokyo KYODO in English 0827 GMT 
26 Jan 94 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan. 26 KYODO—Britain will prornote its 
trade with Japan i a new campa‘gn starting April, 
David Warren, commercial counselor at the British 


Embassy in Japan said Wednesday [26 January]. 


The campaign, named Action Japan, will tocus on trade 
with Japan im nine specific industrial areas, Warren told 
a press conference at the embassy. 


The areas are auto oarts, electronic devices, construc- 
tion, health care, fam..on, textiles, food, environmental 
and marine equipment and projects in third world 
countnes, Warren said. 


Warren said British exporters should increase their 
efforts to successfully ener Japanese markets, which he 
termed “strategically the most important” for British 
firms operating in Asia. 


He said he does not observe “significantly big institu- 
tional problems” im Jap*n that may hamper the smooth 
entry of British firms. 


The campaign will replace the Prority Japan Program 
that begau in 1991 and will expire in March thes year, 
which called for raising annual British exports to Japan 
to 5 billion pounds (7.52 billion dollars). 


Such exports totaled about 2.5 billion pounds im 1993, 
Warren said, noting more efforts are neccesary both in 
governmental and private-sector levels 
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Unions Warn of “Spring Offensive” on Pay 
PM2501 142894 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH in 
English 25 Jan 94 p 1 


[Article by George Jones: “Pay Review Bodies Reject 
Clarke Freeze”) 


[Text] The Prime Minister faced a new challenge last 
night over pay for 1.3 million public sector workers as 

the Government was forced on to the defensive over 
ace deli tes ines onal toon ears ten ies 
years. Reliable reports at Westminster indicated that six 
doctors to teachers, are prer-iring to defy the Chancel- 
lor’s public sector pay freeze. 


It is understc od that the review bodies are takung as their 
base line the 2.7 percent pay rise which MPs voted for 
themse!y cs from the beginning of this year. 


through “efficiency 
improved productivity or the loss of jobs. 
Mr Clarke has already said he will not dip into the 
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Labour's allegation yesterday that official Treasury fig- 
ures showing the tax burden would continue rmsing over 
the next five years overshadowed an or’’*mistic report on 
the strength of economic recovery. 


According to the CBI's [Confederation of British 
Industry] quarterly industrial trends survey, for the first 
time since 1989 more firms are expecting to increase 
rather than decrease investment in plant and machinery 
over the next 12 months. 


But the CBI voiced its concern that the 8 billion pounds 
of tax increases due in April could check the recovery. 
“The fiscal tightening introduced in the 1993 budgets 
has yet to impact fully on the economy,” it said. “It will 
remove a significant proportion of purchasing power 
from the economy and hold back growth in demand.” 
At Westminster Tory MPs returned shaken by the dis- 
closure that the average family’s tax burden is about tu 
become greater than it was under Labour in 1979. They 
are concerned that the Tories are losing their reputation 
as the party of low taxation. 


Senior Tories are also worried that the Government 
appears to be lurching from one crisis to the next with no 
clear direction. 


With New Year not yet a month old, the Government 
has become embroiled by allegations of “sleaze,” by 
confusion over Back to Basics and now Labour claims 
that the Tories have misled the voters over taxes. 


There was some relief for the embattled party managers 
last night when a threatened backbench Conservative 
revolt on VAT [value-added tax] on domestic fuel 
appeared to have fizzled out. 


Tory rebels have decided not to ‘oin Labour in voting 
against VAT on fuel at the end of tonight's vote on the 
second reading of the Finance Bill implementing the 
November Budget. 
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The rebels were told that a Government defeat would 
have forced the withdrawal of the Bill, triggering a 
- ‘al crisi 


The Government's nervousness over the accusation that 
it was taxing more than Labour resulted in a round of 
television interviews by the Chancel’... to defend the tax 
rises. 


Mr Clarke stressed that the increases, which include 
VAT on household fuel, were necessary to ensure Brit- 
ain’s recovery from recession could be sustained. 


Both he and Downing Street described comparisons of 
tax levels with those in 1978-79, the last year of the 
Labour government, as bogus. They argued that people 
were better off now than they were in 1979. 


Labour kept up the pressure, with Mr Gordon Brown, 
the shadow chancellor, saying voters would never again 
trust the Conservatives, who had “lied” on income tax, 
VAT on fuel and National Insurance contributions. 


“John Major actually promised that he would have tax 
cuts—as he put it—year on year when it is tax rises year 
on year,” said Mr Brown . 


He released an analysis of Treasury figures which he said 
was a five-year Treasury plan of increased direct and 
indirect taxes, showing taxes rising to 35.5 percent of 
national income this year to 37.5 percent 1996-97 and 
38.5 percent in 1998-99. 


An analysis of the figures also showed that at the time 
when the new tax increases begin to bite, council tax is 
expected to rise 5-10 percent. 

Sir Rhodes Boyson, Conservative MP for Brent North, 
told BBC Radio 4’s “The World At One” program, “We 
shall have to get back to low taxes before the next general 
election, otherwise we will pay a heavy penalty. 


“The electorate may exact their revenge on us.” 
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ZDF Iranian Partners Reportedly Involved in 
Killings 


AU2501161194 Munich FOCUS in German 24 Jan 94 
p47 


{(Unattributed report: “Help From the Television 
Bureau”) 


[Text] Astonishment and excitement on Lerchenberg in 
Mainz. ZDF [German TV Two], one of the biggest 
European broadcasting stations, had concluded a coop- 
eration t with the Iranian state television, 
IRIB, in 1991. Now the people in Mainz had to learn 
from French judicial circles that their partners are said to 
be involved in the state terrorism of the mullahs. 


“We are shocked,” said Petra Zilken from the ZDF 
department for international affairs, “we have to think 
thoroughly about further cooperation.” 


The serious accusation is made in a charge that was filed 
by the Chief Public Prosecutor's Office in Paris and has 
been secret so far. The file sent to the Elysee Palace deals 
with the murder of former Iranian Prime Minister 
Shapur Bakhtiar. Three men killed the politician, who 
had escaped to French exile, by numerous knife thrusts 
on 6 August 1991. 


Before the end of this year, the presumable perpetrators 
are to be brought to tral in Paris. 


After several dozen assassination attempts in Europe, 
among them the assassination of exiled Iranians in the 
Berlin “Mykonos” restaurant, it has now become known 
for the first time: Iran regularly used its television 
correspondents to provide the logistics for the killers. 
According to the French investigators, in this way they 
organized papers, apartments, and cars. Their advan- 
tage: Because of their cooperation with big European 
televisions stations, they enjoy hospitality in many 
places and can move unhindered everywhere. 


In the case of Bakhtiar’s murder, the wirepuller was in 
the Rue de Liege 27: Mas’ud Hendi, 45, Paris bureau 
chief of the Persian television station, IRIB, and nephew 
of Ayatollah Khomeyni. Hendi procured the visas for the 
two Iranian agents who have to stand trial for Bakhtiar's 
murder. Hendi himself is also detained. 


A document of the French prosecutors shows that the 
Iranian Ministry for Telecommunications, partner of 
ZDF and other television stations, is doing the prelimi- 
nary work for the assassination commands. 


The Swiss television station, SRG, which only concluded 
an agreement with the Iranians in November 1993, 
reacted immediately. “Until the accusations are clari- 
fied, our agreement will be suspended,” said Oswald 
Sigg, spokesman of the SRG executive board. 


Tehran’s answer came promptly. Last Thursday [20 
January}, Rudolf Weiersmueller, Swiss ambassador to 
Iran, was called to the Foreign Ministry. He had to 
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receive a sharp protest note from the mullahs—a further 
leg in the controversy between Switzerland and Iran, 
The Alpine republic has an international arrest warrant 
for Mohsen Sharif Esfahani, 39, and Ahmad Taheri, 32. 
Together with others, they are said to have executed 
former UN diplomat Kazem Rajavi in his Geneva exile 
in April 1990. 

The wanted persons were imprisoned in France. In the 
event of their extradition, which had been demanded by 
Switzerland, Tehran threatened a “fireworks of bombs” 
toward French mediator Jean Charlies Marchiani. With 
success: The presumable terrorists were permitted to 
leave unmolested for Iran. 


The German Federal Government was also well out of it 
because, before their trip to France, the presumed mur- 
derers had traveled from Frankfurt to Aachen—watched 
by German security authorities. 

On 17 November 1992, the Swiss police briefed the 
Federal Office of Criminal Investigation: “Ahmad 
Taheri and Sharif Esfahani, who were arrested in Paris, 
are suspects in the RAJAVI murder case.” 


The French received the decisive tipoff for the arrest 
from their German colleagues. 


Ukrainian Deputy Rejects Visegrad NATO 
Membership 


AU2601115894 Berlin DIE WELT in German 
26 Jan 94 p 2 


{Lothar Ruehl report: “NATO Initiative Meets With 
Resistance] 


[Text] Berlin—Significant differences in the interests of 
the participating states were shown yesterday at a secu- 
rity policy conference in Berlin. FRG Defense Minister 
Volker Ruehe had invited experts from 14 nations to the 
Spree to develop with them concrete steps in the NATO 
initiative Partnership for Peace. At their summit 
meeting two weeks ago, the NATO states had offered 
close cooperation to all democratic countries of East and 
Central Europe—as a possible preliminary step toward 
full membership. 


The debate was dominated by the differences between 
Ukraine and Russia and the unchanged demand of 
Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic, and Slovakia for 
speedy admission to NATO. These states see in this the 
only alternative to the development of « wew “Russian 
sphere of interests” and a possible “threat to political 
stability” in East Europe. 


Ukrainian Deputy and defense expert Serhiy Holovatyy 
resolutely rejected the admission of countries west of 
Ukraine to NATO. He even rejected the offer by the 
NATO initiative to consult the North Atlantic Council 
in situations threatening states outside NATO. Both 
might result in Ukraine's separation from West Europe, 
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but also from its western neighbors in Central Europe, 
and in a new dependence on Russia. However, Ukraine 
does not want to find itself in a joint security zone with 
Russia, he said. 

The security of the country is determined by certain 
Russian tendencies and political forces, the Ukrainian 
politician stated. He sees the danger that Moscow might 
support “Russian separatism in Ukraine” with the objec- 
tive “of splitting off,” for example, “the Crimea, the Don 
basin, and south Ukraine.” However, such a Russian 
policy also endangers the agreement between Clinton, 
Yeltsin, and Kravchuk on the elimination of nuclear 
weapons on Ukrainian soil, which has just been con- 
cluded, he said. 


However, Russian representative Sergey Karaganov 
denied thai his country had such intentions or any 
Russian interest in a new annexation of Ukraine. He 
warned against the admission of new NATO members. 
This may weaken NATO politically and reduce its 
“deterrent power” toward aggressive Russian politicians 
and the security of East Europe. Russia, however, needs 
a strong NATO as a partner for securing its own demo- 
cratic reforms and a new foreign policy orientation to 
international cooperation with the West, he said. 


Russian Commander Urges Cooperation After 
Withdrawal 


AU2601121594 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 26 Jan 94 p 4 


[Report signed “Ws”: “Interim Stocktaking of Russian 
Withdrawal”] 


[Text] Berlin, 25 Jan—Colonel-General Burlakov, com- 
mander in chief of the Western Group of Russian Forces, 
has spoken out for a continued close military coopera- 
tion between Russia and Germany after the withdrawal 
of Russian troops from Germany. Burlakov, who is 
expecting the Bundeswehr chief of staff, General Nau- 
mann at the Western Group of Russian Forces head- 
quarters at Wuensdorf south of Berlin this Thursday [27 
January], said in Berlin that such cooperation could 
include joint field exercises. 


Taking stock of the withdrawal of Russian troops from 
Germany, Burlakov once again severely criticized the 
delays that have occurred in the housing program for 
soldiers returning from Germany. From the families of 
soldiers that returned home between 1990 and 1993, 40 to 
45 percent are without apartments. The chief of staff 
blamed both the Russian Defense Ministry and the 
German side for the slow realization of the housing pro- 
gram. He accused the Defense Ministry, which did not 
decide on new locations in Russia until after the with- 
drawal had begun, of bad planning and mismanagement at 
the building sites and the German Economics Ministry of 
insufficient control of the German companies carrying out 
the building work. He said that some of these companies 
were lagging up to 10 months behind schedule. The part of 
the housing project funded by Germany with 7.8 billion 
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marks, is to provide 25,000 apartments by the time of the 
final withdrawal on 3! August. The pari funded by the 
Russian Defense Ministry has to complete some 22,000 
apartments. While the withdrawal of troops is on schedule, 
he doubts that the housing program will be completed on 
time, Burlakov said. 


He said that of 546,000 former Soviet troops stationed in 
Germany up to mid-1990, only 68,000 had remated by 
1 January this year. To date, 90 percent of war materiel 
and ammunition have been withdrawn. In this connec- 
tion, Burlakov denied German reports saying that Rus- 
sian statistics are missing some 81,000 tonnes of ammu- 
nition that seem to have disappeared. Over the past 
years, the Western Group has conducted an intensive 
training program, during which a great quantity of 
ammunition was fired. Besides, the supreme commander 
said, not a single Russian bullet, bomb, nor shell will 
remain in Germany after the withdrawal. 


The Russian commander in chief is concerned about the 
increasing number of crimes committed around the 
Russian garrisons. While a total of 277 unlawful acts 
were reported in 1991, the figure had risen to 1,038 in 
1992, and to 1,277 in 1993. In 1992, 816 of these 
offenses were cemmitted by “immigrants,” 389 by 
German citizens; the rest of the offenders could not be 
clearly established. By “immigrants” Buriakov means 
people from the former Soviet Union's successor 
states—including soldiers stationed here before—who 
conducted their dark dealings near the Russian barracks, 
often organized in gangs. According to Burlakov, 23 
Russian soldiers were killed in attacks over the past 
years. On the other hand, Russian soldiers committed 72 
crimes since 1990, involving five deaths. 


The colonel-general expressly rejected allegations that 
Russian forces are involved in liquor and cigarette 
trafficking. He said these are isolated cases and are 
severely punished by the military authorities. Close 
investigations into the Western Group by the Russian 
Public Prosecutor and other authorities have shown that 
the allegation of corruption and a reference to Mafia-like 
structures are unfounded. Yet, offenses by individual 
members of the Western Group cannot be denied. In this 
connection, Burlakov confirmed that the 10,000 sports 
rifles that were seized in mid-January had been brought 
to Germany illegally by a Russian company in aircraft 
belonging to the Western Group via the Sperenberg air 
base to be passed to a Hamburg company. 


The supreme commander has already some specific 
ideas about the way to mark the farewell of Russian 
forces from German soil—which after all means finally 
putting an end to World War II. Since the Germans do 
not want a joint farewell cereniony for the Russians and 
the French, British, and American forces, the Russians 
are now planning a joint function with the Germans on 
a state level. President Yeltsin and Chancellor Kohl have 
already been in contact over this matter. Colonel- 
General Burlakov, who wants to leave Germany as the 
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last Russian soldier on 31 August, is thinking of celebra- 
tions in two «. ges. In the time between | and 10 May, a 
“week of remembrance” should be held, with commem- 
oration services honoring soldiers killed, not only in 
Germany, but also in Russia, if possible. In early August, 
an event should take place at the Soviet memorial in 
Berlin's Treptow Park with Yeltsin and Kohl attending, 
street festivals, and a meeting of veterans. The Russian 
side is now waiting for the German reply to these 
suggestions, said Burlakov. 


Russian Officers Reportedly Involved in Illegal 
Trading 

AU2501153394 Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 
24 Jan 94 pp 55-58 


{Unattributed report: “Corpses in the Lake”) 


[Text] Two weeks ago, two four-engine Antonov-12 
freight planes carrying a mysterious load landed at the 
Sperenberg air base near Wuensdorf, the location of the 
supreme command of the Western Group of Russian 
Forces in Germany (WGT). The following day, the 
freight, a total of 327 crates, was taken away in a German 
truck, escorted by several cars. 


But the trip came to an end after a few kilometers. 
German police stopped the convoy, having been tipped 
off by the military prosecutor at Wuensdorf. 


They arrested | 1 people, including an honorable Russian 
lieutenant colonel: Anatoliy Golubev (33), head of the 
Wuensdorf Army Hunting Club. 


An inspection confirmed the suspicion against the recre- 
ational hunter. The freight documents indicated “sports 
guns” addressed to a Hamburg trading company, but 
what the crates actually contained was much hotter stuff: 
9,810 9-mm guns of the “Makarov” type. 


This mishap of the Golubev group showed for the first 
time to what extent Russian troops in Germany are 
involved in arms trading. Colonel General Matvey Bur- 
lakov, supreme commander at Wuensdorf has disputed 
such links up to now. 


Concerned about the image of his troops, which will 
finally withdraw during 1994, the supreme commander 
emphasized time and again that his people were not 
involved in Mafia-like activities around the garrisons, 
where officers are blackmailed, wagons of cigarettes are 
traded, and supply goods trafficked. In the surroundings 
of the garrison, the jobbers, who mostly come from the 
CIS, carry out their rivalries with guns: police quite 
frequently recover corpses of dead garigsters from hotel 
rooms and lakes in Brandenburg. 


On Christmas Eve, a Russian civilian died in a shootout 
among mafiosi near Sperenberg. When a fight among 
dealers in front of the WGT headquarters got out of hand 
last week, a guard fired his gun. An asylum-seeker from 
Azerbaijan was killed. 
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Colonel General Burlakov says that his garrisons are 
downright beleaguered by radical dealers: “The circle is 
getting ever closer.” But the arrest of gun shipper Gol- 
ubev shows that many an insider has a finger in the pie. 
Both the majority of officers at Wuensdorf and the Army 
leadership in Moscow have seen it that way for a long 
time. At the end of November, Burlakov received a very 
embarrassing coded telegram (“No. 2267, 2268”, “No 
copies”). In this telegram, Defense Minister Pavel 
Grachev told his governor at Wuensdorf to increase 
discipline and order within his troops. Following this, 
Burlakov made a written note saying that he wanted to 
effect the direction “forcefully, if necessary.” 


The leadership in Moscow criticized generals and 
officers for increasingly misusing their ranks for private 
affairs. Grachev: “A lack of control in the distribution of 
funds designated for the troops encourages such affairs.” 


There have also been instances where high-ranking 
officers were involved, such as Colonel Alexeji Varlevich 
Belikov, who is stationed near Magdeburg. The son of a 
former commander in chief at Wuensdorf was suspected 


of smuggling cigarettes. 


While the final withdrawal of the troops, scheduled for 
the end of August, is approaching, greed amongst the 
WGT troops. n the increase. Military prosecutors are 
investigating the case of officers selling off a complete set 
of aerial photographs of the former GDR territory from 
the headquarters “topography section” to a Berlin com- 
pany via middlemen. 

The 11,000 photographic plates on the scale of 1:22,000, 
were made in the early 1950's, and were used, among 
other things, to spot inherited environmental problems. 
The 48 crates were traded in return for a shipment of 
computers from Singapore worth 90,000 German marks 
[DM]—a nice bargain for the Russians who are getting 
worried about their future: Later on, back home in 
Russia, a colonel has to make do with the equivalent of 
DM120 per month. 


Even more bizarre is a deal that is currently being 
investigated by the military authorities, and that again 
involves Lieutenant Colonel Golubev, who has estab- 
lished a trading company at Beriin-Karlshorst, together 
with other partners. Recently, Golubev received 17 
wagons containing parts for prefabricated houses pro- 
duced by the Russian Army. According to Army lawyers, 
the imports are to be sold as hunting lodges in Germany 
for DM50,000 each. 


The contract was signed by resigned Lieutenant General 
Maganov, the head of the Army's Hunting Club in the 
Moscow Defense Ministry. 


Another officer who profited from good German con- 
tacts is the former deputy chief of staff of the Western 
Group, General Lieutenant Leonid Cherbakev. He was 
deputy head of the Konversion Wohnraum [living space 
conversion] company, which also owns Army enterprises 
and WGT land. 
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Investigators accuse him of trying to smuggle money and 
raw material out of the country in an Army aircraft last 
April, controlling the action from Moscow. When the 
load was checked, trading documents on weapons, raw 


Another officer accused of embezzlement and customs 
offenses is General Lieutenant Seliverstov, a former 
general with the WGT Air Force. Seliverstov is consid- 
ered the organizer of a sensational transfer of presents: In 
1992, via middlemen, WGT officers had procured an 
S-class Mercedes worth over DM1 50,000 for the leader- 
ship of the Defense Ministry and shipped it to Moscow. 


The moral decline within the troops makes their boss 
gloomy. “The vices of society,” Grachev tells his Wuen- 
sdorf governor Burlakov in a telegram, “are seeping ever 
deeper into officers’ circles.” 


Russian Electoral Leader Views Political Trends 


AU2501202494 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 25 Jan 94 p 8 


[Report signed “ay”: ““Calmer’ Reforms”] 


[Text] Duesseldorf—The economic reforms in Russia 
will continue, “but they will be more cautious, calmer, 
and more balanced,” said Nikolai Ryabov, chairman of 
the Russian Federation Electoral Commission and vice 
president of the CSCE parlianicntary assembly in 
Moscow, speaking to HANDELSBLATT. The removal 
of former Deputy Prime Ministers Gaydar and Fyo- 
dorov, whom Ryabov sees as having been “marginal 
figures in the cabinet,” from the cabinet of Prime Min- 
ister Chernomyrdin in no way means the end of the 
reforms: “Those are guaranteed by Yeltsin and the 
Constitution.” 


However, Ryabov, who was vice president of the 
Supreme Soviet under putsch leader Khasbulatov last 
year, makes it perfectly clear that radical reforms, espe- 
cially those involving the privatization of state plants, do 
not have much of a future. In the future, social consid- 
erations must come first. The privatization of state 
plants is also one of the main problems for Ryabov. 
Thus, the property ownership issue also has not been 
resolved: Which elements of a plant (the land, the 
machinery) belong to whom (the local community, the 
province, or the federation)? 


The parliamentary elections in December did produce 
surprising results, but the many votes for the radical 
right-wing Liberal Democrats did not .eflect political 
reality, they do not, above all, permit a general conclu- 
sion to be drawn that there is a radical nationalist trend 
in Russia. In his opinion, too much importance is being 
attributed to LDP [Liberal Democratic Party] leader 
Zhirinovskiy, especially abroad, although Ryabov also 
concedes that “in view of their history, Germans react 
with more sensitivity to political anomalies than other 
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Europeans.” Whereas Zhirinvoskiy was not that well- 
known among the Russians before the elections, “today, 
most Russians are not that indifferent.” 


According to Ryabov—whose function roughly corre- 
sponds to that of the German federal election manager— 
following the elections, his authorities began to check 
how parties’ and groups’ election campaigns were 
financed. He is familiar with Western media reports 
about the LDP election campaign being financed from 
abroad, and the LDP will also be questioned. “Should 
the investigation reveal any irregularities, then that will 
appear in a report to be given to parliament, and it is 
then up to parliament to pass resolutions on measures to 
be applied against the parties concerned.” That will 
happen before June of this year, because provincial and 
municipal elections are to be held in June. 


Ryabov defends unreservedly the foreign policy course 
being pursued by the government and President Yeltsin, 
who in recent months has pursued a massive campaign 
against admission to NATO for the Baltic states as well 
as the Central and East European states of Poland, 
Czechoslovakia, and Hungary. The Partnership for 
Peace formula that the Western side has now come up 
with is also satisfactory for Russia, whereas admission to 
NATO for those countries would constitute “a threat to 
Russia apd its interests.” He termed the demands for 
NATO protection the product of “a hysterical campaign 
against Russia in the Baltic and East Europe countries.” 


PRC, North Rhine-Westphalia Sign Agreement 


AU2501202894 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 25 Jan 94 p § 


[Report signed “rom”: “Cooperation Treaty With China 
Signed”} 


[Text] Duesseldorf—On Monday [24 January], North 
Rhine-Westphalia and the PRC signed a memorandum 
on economic, technological, and scientific cooperation. 
As North Rhine-Westphalia Economics Minister Guen- 
ther Einert explained, this should put an end to the 
“concept of nothing but the export of goods.” 


The cooperation treaty is the result of a visit paid to 
China by a delegation made up of 50 representatives of 
North Rhine-Westphalian companies led by the minister 
in October of last year. The main points of the agreement 
are: 


¢ The establishment of cooperation between interested 
companies from North Rhine-Westphalia and appro- 
priate Chinese parties for the development and pro- 
duction of robust, inexpensive, numerically con- 
trolled machine tools that are simple to operate for 
the Chinese market; 

¢ The establishment of a technology center for the 
plants supplying the automobile industry in Wuhan. 
Under the recent initiative of the North Rhine- 
Westphalia Automobile Association, which was 
recently set up, partners will be sought who want to be 
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based at the center and operate on a joint venture 
basis. 

¢ The development and construction of clean coal-fired 
power plants. The project should involve the partici- 
pation of power companies and scientific circles. As 
Einert pointed out, China's coal reserves are esti- 
mated to amount to 970 billion tonnes. The growing 
demand for power on the part of industry, which is 
expanding, and private households has to be taken 
into consideration; 120 million people have still to be 
connected to the public power supply; 

* According to Einert and Wang Chunzheng, the 
deputy chairman of the PRC's State Planning Com- 
mission, cooperation should also involve joint 
research projects about structural change in the devel- 
oped and newly industrialized countries; launching 
scientific and technical projects; and exchanging 
information about areas of interest for investment in 
both countries. The cooperation should be coordi- 
nated by a commission, which will meet twice a year 
and will establish a program for two-year periods. 


As Einert explained, the cooperation with North Rhine- 
Wesiphalia companies should smooth the way to South- 
east Asia and provide the Chinese economy with com- 
petent partners. The minister thus wants to involve 
Bavaria, Baden-Wuerttemberg, and Hessen in this kind 
of cooperation and has already started negotiations with 
them. 


Wang stressed that the State Planning Commission, 
which is the top coordinating body for the economic 
activities of individual ministries and determines a 
framework for the further development of the socialist 
market economy, nowadays hardly ever issues “plans of 
a directive kind.” In this respect, decentralization is 
“well advanced.” Since the beginning of the economic 
reforms in China 15 years ago, one has increasingly gone 
over from “a principle of commanding” to one of 
“instructing.” Thus, in 1994, only about 4 percent of the 
country’s industrial output is “organized” throug): direc- 
tives issued by the State Planning Commission. 


In addition, Wang has also been seeking longer-term 
involvement in China by German companies. China has 
a market of about 1.1 billion people that has to be 
supplied. Since 1990, industrial output rose by 6 percent 
in 1990, by 14.2 percent in 1991, and by 21.7 percent in 
the following year. The Chinese GNP has also risen at a 
similar rate: The GNP rose by 13 percent between 1992 
and 1993 and is expected to increase by about 10 percent 
in 1994. 


Kanther Reports 14,000 Illegal Immigrants Monthly 


AU2501154094 Munich FOCUS in German 24 Jan 94 
pid 


[Unattributed report: “Kanther: ‘Unbearably Large”) 
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[Text] According to Interior Minister Manfred Kanther, 
every month 14,000 illegal immigrants come to Ger- 
many. This number is “unbearably large,” the Christian 
Democratic Union [CDU] politician complained in a 
comparable meeting. Thus, what was reported by 
FOCUS two weeks ago has been officially established by 
the government: After the amendment to the Basic Law 
on asylum, almost the same number of foreigners come 
to the country illegally. The decrease in immigration 
only takes place in the statistics. Kanther reported that in 
1993, 2,000 refugee smugglers were arrested; 97 percent 
of them had been foreigners. Otto Hauser, Baden- 
Wuerttemberg CDU land group chairman, called for a 
draconian punishment of up to 10 years’ imprisonment 
fr ¢ refugee smugglers. “There is no other wy.” 


Kanther is now planning the employment of foreign 
officers as undercover investigators against foreign crim- 
inal gangs. 


Poll: Protest Parties Have 30-Percent Potential 


AU2501153694 Munich FOCUS in German 25 Jan 94 
p49 


[Ludwig Rademacher report: “The Move Toward 
Instead”) 


[Text] Associations of voters, such as the Hamburg 
Instead Party will change Germany's political scenery in 
the 1994 superelection year. They might achieve almost 
30 percent of the votes. This is the result of a poll 
ee by the Institute for Applied Social Studies 
(Infas). 


According to the poll, 6 percent of all voters are sure that 
they want to vote for such a group. Another 23 percent 
think they will “probably” vote for such a group. 


In December, the Bonn-based institute polled 914 rep- 
resentative voters for FOCUS, asking their opinion of 
the Instead Party. 


The Instead Party was founded in the summer of 1993 
by Hamburg Christian Democratic Union “rebel” 
Markus E. Wegner. It only ran in the repetition of the 
land parliament elections, which Wegner had finally 
achieved by court order. The party won 5.6 percent of 
the votes and entered into a government coalition with 
the Social Democratic Party. 


Encouraged by the success in Hamburg, voters’ associa- 
tions in all laender are now forming Instead Parties; and 
an expansion throughout Germany is already agreed. 
Whether the Instead Party runs in the Bundestag elec- 
tions next autumn will be decided during the summer. 


The prospects for the party are good: Every other voter 
thinks that the Instead Party is a necessary addition io 
existing parties. There might be some skeptical attitudes 
on the issue of consistency: 57 percent of those polled 
think that the Instead Party “will have disappeared 
before long.” According to the study, the Instead Party's 
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greatest potential lies with younger voters. A total of 72 
percent of 18- to 34-year-olds consider such groups 
necessary, while only 38 percent of those over 50 think 
so, and 49 percent of them consider these groups super- 
fluous. Among the middle-aged, 46 percent think such 
groups are necessary, while 33 percent do not think 
much of them. 


On the whole, men are more inclined towards the 
Instead Party than women. The party's potential lies 
with workers, self-employed peopie, and freelancers. 


BV Offices Differ Over Republikaner 


AU2501153994 Munich FOCUS in German 24 Jan 94 
pid 


[Text] Ernst Uhriau from the Social Democratic Party of 
Germany, chief of the Hamburg Office for the Protection 
of the Constitution [BfV], calls for the classification of 
the Republikaner as “extreme right.” Uhriauw told 
FOCUS: “Of course, we class the Republikaner among 
the right-wing extremists. After all, they are watched by 
the BfV all over the FRG.” The Cologne Office for the 
Protection of the Constitution takes a different view. In 
internal statistics for 1993, the Cologne officials do not 
class Schoenbuber’s adherents among the 43,000 right- 
wing extremists in Germany. According to Office 
Spokesman Hans-Gerd Lange, there are “only starting 
points for extreme-right aspirations.” Uhriau, however, 
talks of 66,000 right-wing extremists, including 23,000 
Republikaner. Uhriau said: “I do not understand why 
the Republikaner are ignored in the statistics.” 


Kinkel Articulates Goals of Arms Export Policy 


AU2501144194 Bonn DAS PARLAMENT in German 
21 Jan 94 p 8 


[Unattributed report on 13 January Bundestag meeting: 
“In Favor of Equal Conditions for Competition and 
Export Within the European Union”) 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted]. Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel addresses the three great goals of arms export 
policy and discusses the specific problems of arms 
exports that make efforts at harmonizing by the coun- 
tnes concerned so complicated: 


“German arms export policy has to fit in with German 
foreign and security policy, which aims at securing 
peace. This corresponds to values that have been firmly 
anchored in our country, throughout all political parties, 
ever since our constitution was proclaimed. 


“We do not want to, and we will not give up this all-party 
consensus On our restrictive export policy principles of 
1982. 


“The Federal Government pursues three great objectives 
in its arms export policy: 


* “safeguarding national and European security inter- 
ests, 
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“taking into account the justified interests of 


industry, 
“preventing an unrestrained spread of mass destruc- 
tion weapons, but also of conventional arms. 


“On the other hand, I am well aware of the economic 
probiems this involves for a highly specialized industry 
in our country. The answer to these problems—which 
are not restricted to Germany—<cannot be an export 
offensive for weapons. But we also need industrial capac- 
ities that guarantee our ability to defend ourselves, to 
form alliances and to cooperate within the alliance—also 
as a basis for codetermination and influence. This means 
that German industry must remain able to cooperate in 
these areas. We want to contribute to this—by simpli- 
fying procedures.” [passage omitted] 


Executive Views Expert Policy 


AU2501202294 Munich FOCUS in German 24 Jan 94 
pil 


[Interview with Woifgang Piller, president of the Federal 
Association of German Aerospace and Defense Indus- 
tries, by unattributed FOCUS reporter; place and date 
not given: “Bonn Should Not Vacillate” 


[Text] [FOCUS] The defense industry has empty order 
books and an uncertain future. How do you feel as a 
German defense industry manager? 


[Piller] I feel better than a year ago, when | was elected 
president of the Federal Association of German Aecro- 
space and Defense Industries. I feel better, because 
public opinion has increasingly come to believe that the 
serious problems that people face, such as security, 
information, communications, mobility, and, last, but 
not least, environmental protection cannot be solved 
without the skills of the aerospace and defense indus- 
tries. | would feel even better if Bonn believed that an 
economy that has maintained one of the highest stan- 
dards of living in the world does not want want to 
disregard an area of such valuable net output. 


[FOCUS] So, what are the greatest problems that the 
defense industry faces? 


[Piller] We see ourselves increasingly confronted with 
reductions in the Bundeswehr procurement budget for 
which provision cannot be made. The quota for invest- 
ment has fallen from 30 percent to 20 percent. Now we 
have got 15 percent, if I leave aside socks, underwear, 
and boots, which have nothing to do with high-tech 
products. There is no industry in the world that can 
survive that without being damaged. 


[FOCUS] You have called for a relaxation of the rules 
governing German weapons exports. Do you consider 
that to be a general panacea that will save the German 
acrospace and defense industries? 


[Piller] No, not at all. We do not advocate the unre- 
stricted export of defense goods to all corners of the 
world. We are not concerned about a relaxation, but 
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on the part of the acrospace industry through the intro- 
duction of uniform regulations for all the countries in 
Europe. The aerospace industry is dependent on inter- 
national cooperation for its survival. That is why there 
must now be some uniformity in the rules governing 
exports of weapons. 


[FOCUS] Would yer place the entire blame for the 
collapse of the Germisr. defense industry on Bonn? 


[Piller] No. At the moment, our markets have declined 
for various reasons. The end of the East-West confron- 
tation has had a significant impact on defense tech- 
nology. However, a significant part of the negative 
consequences of this development in the industry are 
attributable to the fact that the political deci- 
si0as—for example, those regarding the way in which the 
Bundeswehr has been equip, ed—were made too slowly 
or not at ail. 


[FOCUS] De you lack certainty with regard to planning? 


[Piller] Absuotutely. Aerospace projects must involve 
long-term planning. For that, one needs guidelines for 
the future stemming from a security policy that has been 
clearly defined. Germany has still not sufficiently 
defined its role in Europe and the rest of the world 


clearly enough. 


Restrictions on Exports Viewed 


AU2501203094 Munich FOCUS in German 24 Jan 94 
p 22 


[Unattributed report: “The Customers Stay Away”] 


[Text] Asylum experts in the Interior Ministry feel that 
they have been made fools of. The 7 May 1993 asylum 
treaty with Poland had already been settled, when the 
Federa! Export Office (BAFA) performed its duty: It 
raised olpections. 


The supply of night vision devices to Poland's Border 
Guard was a violation of the export ban on industrial 
goods that can be used for cither civilian or military 
purposes (“dual use”). 


A German manufacturer of optical and electronic sen- 
sors started producing civilian rather than military goods 
(“conversion”). Instead of guidance systems, the optical 
sensors now guide probes used in medical endoscopy. 
His exports are a success. Isracl is also a customer. 
However, German officials are placing massive obstacles 
in the way of delivering spare parts to Israel: The sensor 
technology could be converted to military use in the 
recipient country. 


Nothing but theory? German foreign economic policy 
knows better since German firms industrial equipment 
for the Libyan chemical weapons plant at Al-Rabitah. 
“Auschwitz in the desert,” were the comments that 
William Safire, the NEW YORK TIMES columnist, 
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projects with EU and NATO partners.” 
In plain English: This does, of course, apply to what are 


partners are no longer being approached by West Euro- 
pean partners. 


To provide one example: England sells Tornadoes with 
German electronic technology to Saudi Arabia. The 
manufacturer is to repair a guidance system for the 
customer: It can be repaired within 27 days. However, 
BAFA must give its approval and that takes between two 
and five months. 


That becomes known. Recently, however, customers all 
over the world now want “package approvals” from the 
German authorities. That has not been permitted until 
now. Others say that offers from Germany do not make 
any sense “as long as German export policy remains 
unpredictabie.” 

The competition from England, France, and the United 
States is not asleep. Their representatives go knocking on 
doors with the German law under their arm, and they 
have some good advice to offer: “Don't buy German.” 
[preceding words in English]. 


Cabinet Approves 1994 Economic Report 
LD2601 105094 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 1016 
GMT 26 Jan 94 


[Text] Bonn (DDP/ADN)—The German Cabinet today 
approved the 1994 annual economic report submitted by 
Economic Affairs Minister Guenter Rexrodt. A 
spokesman for Rexrodt said the cabinet also approved a 
draft for the abolition of the Rebates Law. 








According to the annual economic report, the German 
Government is expecting a further increase in the 
number of unemployd by around 450,000 to nearly four 
million. Economic growth should amount to 1-1.5 per- 
cent with the rate of inflation running at around 3 
percent. Rexrodt is to give a news conference (at 1300 
GMT) to discuss details of the report. 


Union Chief: Automobile Industry's Situation 
‘Dramatic’ 

AU2501091894 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 24 Jan 94 p 1 


[Report signed “df”: “IG Metall: Dramatic Situation in 
the German Automobile Industry”] 


[Text] In the middle of negotiations on wages in the steel 
industry, Klaus Zwickel, first chairman of IG Metall 
{steelworkers’ trade union], has described the situation 
in the German automobile industry as “dramatic.” In 
1992, the EC posted a record 14 million registrations of 
new automobiles and light goods vehicles; the corre- 
sponding figures for the United States and Japan were !0 
million and 5 million. West Europe is still the largest 
automobile market in the world. In 1993, however, 
demand decreased by 16 percent and by as much as 20 
percent in Germany. German automakers sales and 
output have declined accordingly. “In the best event, a 
stabilization of the situation is conceivable in 1994, but 
it seems more likely that there will be a slight decline in 


All the mistakes that were made in company policy in the 
1980's have now appeared and all the omissions of the 
boom period must now be dealt with at “top speed.” The 


Zwicke’: “If this problem of overcapacity is not solved, 
the Eu'spean autmobile industry will enter a merciless 
and hopeless price war,” the kind of situation that could 
recently be observed in the Japanese automobile market. 
European manufacturers are already trying to outdo 
each other with price reducicss, both directly and 
through maintaining prices at their present level, but 
offering better extras. If production capacity continues 
to grow, from FIAT in southern Italy to Toyota in 
northern England, programs aimed at reducing costs and 
the temporary closure of plants will not help at all. 

In this kind of situation, economic policy in combina- 
tion with industry will have to end this hopeless situa- 
tion. Zwickel has called for a round of negotiations 
involving the government, the automobile industry, and 
IG Metall to at least find a clear definition of the 
problems. In addition, a gradual organizational reform 
of company structures will be necessary, one that will 
entail “employment policy safeguards,” an accelerated 
approach to product innovation, stronger links between 
manufacturers and their suppliers in the form of part- 
nership, support for research and cooperation in 
research, as well as safeguards at the regional policy level 
for crisis situations. 
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Mitterrand Gives ‘Warning’ About Bosnia 


LD2501181094 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 1700 GMT 25 Jan 94 


[Excerpts] Francois Mitterrand, who visited Nantes 
today, said he is concerned about unemployment and the 
decrease in social security benefits. [passage omitted] 

In a speech at the Town Hall, President Mitterrand 
called for national unity and solidarity to protect the 
weakest citizens against the strong, and he gave a 
warning to the international community about Bosnia: 


[Begin Mitterrand recording] We need an international 
law to settle all this. (7We will see) Sarajevos everywhere 
if the law of might is the international rule, if the United 
Natious is not able to make its voice heard, if the 
civilized nations are not in a condition to establish peace 
and reconciliation. What an immense retreat that will be 
after we had all shouted together: Long live freedom! 
Those who waited for it for half a century, three quarters 
of a century, who suffered in concentration camps, those 
who saw their nearest ones, their parents, their brothers, 
their children, die in pain and under torture, will turn 
away from freedom, and will stop believing in it. [end 
recording] 


Mitterrand Holds Cabinet 
‘Special’ Meeting on 


AU2601 125994 Paris AFP in English 1233 GMT 
26 Jan 94 


[Excerpt] Paris, Jan 26 (AFP)—French President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand held a special cabinet meeting on Bosnia 
Weunesday [26 January] attended by Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur, Foreign Minister Alain Juppe and 
Defence Minister Francois Leotard. 

Balladur disclosed the meeting took place but gave no 
details. It was held after the regular weekly cabinet 
meeting of the full government. 


Government spokesman Nicolas Sarkozy said there was 
“no change in French policy on Bosnia” and “there is no 
need to change anything at all.” France was “doing its 
duty” even if the results were “far from satisfactory.” 


After the failure of a visit here on Monday by U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren Christopher when France 
sought strong United States support for a new diplomatic 
initiative, Mitterrand said France would make detailed 
new proposals on Bosnia, after th: failure of the Geneva 
peace conference. 


Mitterrand’s spokesman said that the president had 
insisted to Christopher that the situation could not be 
left without hope. 

The president also repeated France's opposition to 
lifting the international arms embargo against the bellig- 
erents, which would mean the withdrawal of UN peace- 
keepers and the end of the humanitarian relief effort. 


Defense Minister Names Cot's Replacement 


LD2501212994 Paris TF-1 Television Network in 
French 1900 GMT 25 Jan 94 


[Studio interview vath Defense Minister Francois Leo- 
tard by program presenter Patrick Poivre d’Arvor—tive] 


[Text] [Leotard] Good evening. 


[Poivre d'Arvor] In Brussels this evening General 
Morillon said that he is now in favor of defensive strikes 
being launched should there be cases of aggression. Does 
this rule out any offensive, or preventative strikes? 


[Leotard] In this matter of air strikes, you have to know 
what you are saying. Most of the time the people are 
caught up in the military incidents that occur between 
the sides. An air strike is meaningless. 

In another scenario, around Sarajevo, for example, there 
would be immediate faifout on ovr troops—that is what 
the Army itself says—and not on potential enemies, but 
on our troops. So we have to be very careful. 


We are in a sort of situation which is more or less the 
opposite of the Iraqi scenario: Valleys, gorges, fog, no 
front, so there is no air power in the proper sense of the 
word, so you have to be very careful when raising the 
possibility. We raised it, and hoped for it, ourselves, but 
in very special cases, very close to the actual incident, 
and as a response to an attack on our forces, or to protect 
the people. 


[Poivre d’Arvor] Are the Western nations credible when 
they keep repeating that one day they will strike? This 
happened with Bill Clinton last July. isn’t this the story 
of Peter and the Wolf: They'll end up not believing us. 
Not on the ground either. 


[Leotard] It is not so much us, you know. The real loss of 
credibility in this tragedy is for the United Nations. You 


speak out against their governments. They speak out 
against the United Nations, for whom the word thing 
ee ee 
than reality. [sentence as heard] So there is a real crisis 
with the United Nations, and everyone should pay 
attention to it. It isn’t a crisis for France, or for Italy, or 
for Turkey—I am only quoting generals who have 
recently spoken out, who have had problems with the 
United Nations. It is a UN crisis. 


We have told Mr. Butrus-Ghali that it is struck with a 
type of incapacity todey, military incapacity. Aad yet it 
is in situations, for example in Bosnia, where :cilitary 
types of action are likely to prevail. 
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[Poivre d'Arvor] You have said that the United Nations 


is Consuming too many gencrals, that it ix consuming 
them in excessive numbers in the theater of operations. 


[Leotard] I told Mr. Butrus-Ghali, himself, so. 


[Poivre d'Arvor] Who will be the next one to succeed 
General Cot? 


[Leotard] We have proposed to the United Nations, who 
will pass it on to the Security Council, the name of 
General (de la Presie), who is the current head of the 
Rapid Action Force, in other words onc of the most 
important soldiers in the Army, and who will succeed 
General Cot at the proper time, in other words at the end 
of the current mandate of UNPROFOR [UN Protection 
Forces}, at around the end of March. 


This is in no way a disavowal of General Cot, who has done 
his work very well. It 1s a replacement that has to be made 
given the differences that have appeared between the local 
commander, General Cot, and the UN structures, which are 
quite insufficient to follow a crisis of this kind. 


[Poivre d'Arvor] And you insist that it should be a 
French general to replace General Cot? 


[Leotard] We insist on it being a French general, simply 
because we have the biggest contingent on the ground, 
out of the 30 nations currently present in the Yugoslav 
theater of operations. 


[Poivre d'Arvor] Just now you spoke to the RPR [Rally 
for the Republic] deputies, and some of them said that 
they favor a withdrawal of French forces, and of the UN 
forces as a whole, from Bosnia. What is your reply to 
them? Will we one day abandon these people, whom we 
are seeing being battered? 


[Leotard] Of course they have the right to say that; we 
listen to them, and I can tell you that when I visit this or 
that parliamentary group I listen to what the members of 
parliament are saying, and it is always extremely inter- 
esting. 

I think that if we withdrew today it would mean looking 
the other way. Staying doesn’t mean a guarantee of 
success, but withdrawing means looking the other way. 
The pictures you just showed of those children who were 
so tragically murdered in Sarajevo—-are we going to 
forget them” Are we going to turn our backs on them? 
Are we going to leave, so as to let people kill each other? 
I think that there are policies that contain risks, but there 
are also policies that lack honor. And I don't think it is 
for France to put forward a policy without honor. 


It is a very difficult task at the moment. We are in very 
complicated situations on the ground. Are we then to 
say: Well, it's not our business any more? I know that 
when I say this a lot of people will not listen to me, or will 
not believe me. I think that there is something in French 
courage, in the heritage of the French people, that makes 
them sensitive to the distress of others. And I think of 
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those children, I think of those women, | think of the 
people who are under seige today. 


In the Europe we are trying to build, we can not accept 
Let us ve careful, when we speak, not to discourage these 
young people, who think they are being of some use. Just 
now I heard the adjective: Useless. It is not true. It is not 
true. Thousands of people are currently being pro- 
tected—even if it is not enough—by soldiers, and in 
particular by French soldiers. So I think we must not say 
it is useless. 


it; you have the diplomatic path: We have to continue 
with it, and you have the path of war: And that one is a 
dead end. That is what we are telling the parties 
involved. 

[Poivre d'Arvor] Do you think the Geneva conicrence 
can start again in spite of the very many... 


[Leotard, interrupting] We must at all costs, tirelessly, 
with a great deal of tenacity, get the people to sit down at 
a table again, to get the two great powers, Russia and the 
United States, to sit down at the table too-—and we said 


sides: Look, that's enough. You don't have the right to 
continue in that direction, which is the direction of war. 
Not just war in this small part of Europe, but a war which 


We are only doing our duty. Let all the Europeans, and 
the others, try to do theirs too. We have faced up to our 
responsibilities. We will not abandon these responsibil- 
ities, or at least not in the near future. 


Iranian Embassy Denies Bakhtiar Assassination 
Allegations 


LD2501 142894 Tehran IRNA in English 1353 GMT 
25 Jan 94 


[Text] Paris, Jan. 25, IRNA—The Iranian Embassy here 
on Tuesday [25 January] categorically denied Iran's 
involvement in the 1971 assassination in Paris of Shapur 
Bakhtiar, te last prime minister in the former regime of 
Iran. 

In a statement released here the Iranian Embassy also 
condemned any act of terrorism. The statement was a 
response to allegations recently raised by French papers 
that Iran had been involved in Bakhtiar’s assassination. 
It underlined the need for the French judicial system to 
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maintain its independence and keep aloof from any hue So this is indeed a new start—commercial interests 
and cry while investigating the case. ae Oe Se oe See SS See 
The AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE in a news dispatch on Gosened with 0 Gitemieation enmanteed Googphent 
Monday accused Iran of providing assistance in =the world. Of the resolutions made at the time by the 
the assassination of Bakhtiar. The Iranian Embassy advised = Twelve, only the ban on arms sales—can it last much 
that no preyudgement should be made on the issue longer?—and the suspension of state visits remain in 
he hen for the latter senotetion, whan be taviead Chins’ 
he has for the resolution, ‘s 
Article Assesses PRC Ties After Qian Qichen Visit President Jiang Zemin to come to Bonn. 
a Will the latest compromises made by France on the altar 
of reconciliation with China be the last ones, or will 
Article by Patrice de Beer: “Chinese Foreign Minister in €¥¢ more pliar~ <n the future? For there is no doubt 
» Pcs Chinese Eeendiiiotent Beijing will try, as usual, to take advantage of any 
ssons of tha jolah eosnamuntque, Sven Ghaagh tassios 
terms of the joint communique. Even to 
[Excerpts] In Paris since 22 January, where he had — renewed cooperation have been removed, it does not 
meetings with President Mitterrand, his French counter- — follow that China's nature 1s going to change. 
part, Alain Juppe, and Edouard Balladur, China's for- 
eign minister has sealed the reconciliation between the The appointment of Chen Kuryuan, the secretary of the 
two countnes. While in the French capital, Qian Qichen — Tibet Autonomous Regional Party Committee, as head 
also had talks with the U.S. secretary of state. [passage of the Chinese delegation to the PCF [French Commv- 
omitted] nist Party) congress shows in just how little regard 
China's rulers hold the concerns of Western democracies 
with respect to the human rights issue in Tibet. Be it 
Arms Sales te Tx 'wan eee ion, the utmost caution will be 
The Chinese minister seemed pleased with his visit, seared Lt —lrchedy Eo A hes eet ss 
stating that “the future of Franco-Chinese relations 1s = 
promising. nn 22 oo st oo 
much, saying that he had “told the president rench PS National Secretary on Party Unity 
firms had to take a place in China.” Which place, one 


The question is now to determine how and by whom ‘he 
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[Interview with Jean-Christophe Cambadelis, national 
secretary of the Socialist Party, PS, by Joseph Mace- 
Scaron: “Cambadelis Hopes for ‘the Renaissance of a 
Great Movement™’; place and date not given) 
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Bossi: League ‘Not Relinquishing Political 
Federalism 


BR2501141894 Kome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
25 Jan 94 p 3 


{Interview with Northern League Secretary Umberto 
Bossi by Guido Passalacqua in Milan on 24 January: “I 
May Not Sign the Pact””] 


[Text] Milan—Seated behind the walnut desk in his new 
office, which has been painted dazzlingly white, with the 
League flag behind him, Umberto Bossi fidgeted with the 
fax reporting the agreement with Segni. It was 1900 
hours and it was clear, as he admitted himself, that he 
still lacked all the information (“I am waiting to hear 
from [League’s lower house floor leader] Maroni,” he 
said.) But already he was banging his fist on the desk: “? 
will not sign this document, and if I do not sign it the 
League will not sign it, unless it adds that the next 
legislature will be a constituent one.” Then late in the 
evening Maroni telephoned to clarify matters and to 
inform him that the demand had been accepted and that 
a sentence had been included in the document to state 
that the next will be a “constituent legislature.” 


But apart from this clarification, it was apparent that 
Bossi is thinking about the repercussions within the 
movement, the many people who disagree with the 
negotiations and are unwilling to accept too much medi- 
ation, the hard-line League members who refuse to yield 
constituencies to unknown fellow travelers. First and 
foremost among these is Senator Miglio, who immedi- 
ately dismissed the document: “The framework is 
national unity, which nobody is challenging; it seemed to 
me merely an electoral accord. It will be difficult to keep 
together everything and its opposite.” Bossi was less 
skeptical... 


[Passalacqua] What is your assessment of the document? 
[Bossi] Mine is a positive assessment, but.... 
[Passalacqua] But what? 


[Bossi] It confirms that there could be a shift toward 
something pseudo-federalist, that all the League's years 
of struggle in this field are having some impact. The 
document represents an understanding, a declaration 
that [Pact for Italy leader] Segni accepts a minor, super- 
ficial form of federalism. 


[Passalacqua] Is that not enough for you? 


[Bossi] It is not to be assumed that this document will 
guarantee the transition to the Second Republic. Only an 
overwhelming victory by the League in the North will 
guarantee the Second Republic. Only then will the situ- 
ation inevitably change in a federalist direction. The 
League is not relinquishing political federalism. 


[Passalacqua] But what about its policy of alliances? 


[Bossi] We have the problem of whether to make a 
gesture of goodwill. For one thing, by joining a coalition 


option, because = Praede mad bpm 
centers of power do not want a Second Republic. 


[Passalacqua] What do you like about the document? 


[Bossi] A number of things have been more or less copied 
from our programs. They have appropriated that which 
was ours, but they must remember that it was the League 
that made history. Looking at this document, you get the 
impression of an attempt to keep alive the principle of 
the citizens’ economic equality—a principle that consti- 
tutes a trap, because it leads to a rigid interventionist 
state. By focusing on federalism, however, the League is 
thinking about freedom. So the document represents a 
half-way stance. It can be interpreted in two ways. It 
depends on how it is interpreted at the right time. [Bossi 
ends} 


Bossi became more animated and cited his real precon- 
dition, the assertion that the next legislature will be a 
constituent one: “Otherwise I will not sign this docu- 
ment, and if do not sign it, neither will the League.” 


[Passalacqua] But do you agree with putting forward 
Segni for the premiership? 


[Bossi] For the moment I do not agree with anything; 
first it must be signed, then.... The important thing is not 
the prime minister, but which political forces support 
him. 


[Passalacqua] Some people are saying that this document 
grants the initiative to Segni and [Italian People’s Party 
(PPI) Secretary] Martinazzoli. 


[Bossi] The League has a large membership, who want a 
battle, who want a struggle, and who are ready for a fight. 
We must see whether this is a maneuver on Martinaz- 
zoli’s part. There is a great difference between a warrior 
such as myself and a chicken thief such as Martinazzoli. 
We are prepared to continue the fight indefinitely. 


[Passalacqua] And what is Maroni doing negotiating in 
Rome, while you are here in Milan talking about battles? 


[Bossi] Mediators are there to mediate. But an adult 
decision must be made about what ts to be done. There 
are several tendencies within the League, and I, being its 
founder, have worked to keep them together. In the 
North, the League is extremely strong. Never mind your 
opinion polls: We have an average of 45 percent on our 
own. Nobody can defeat us here. Even if [Democratic 
Party of the Left (PDS) Secretary] Occhetto and [Finin- 
vest President] Berlusconi get together, we can beat them 
with one hand tied. The accord must be reached with a 
realization that there can be no victory without us. And 
th=; change can only come about if the League scores an 
overwhelming victory in the North. 
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[Passalacqua] Is this an appeal to the League supporters? 


[Bossi] It is not appeal; it is an analysis. I have never 
suffered any doubts or fears. 


Berlusconi: Segni-League Accord ‘Victorious 
BR2501141294 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 25 
Jan 94 p § 


{Interview with Rooting for Italy leader Silvio Ber- 
lusconi by Vittorio Testa on 24 January in Milan: “A 
Knight Almost on Horseback....""} 


[Excerpts] Milan—{passage omitted] [Testa] So, Mr. 
Berlusconi, Sa ee Sey See Se 
your decision. The meeting between [Pact for 

leader] Segni and [League's lower house 


Tie 
let 


[Berlusconi] I heard about it, and I have just issued a 
statement explaining where I stand. That is, I appreciate 
the step forward taken by Segni and Maroni toward an 
accord among the liberals and moderates opposed to the 
left-wing forces’ cartel, on a program that we identify 
with and that expresses our aspirations and beliefs 
concerning what the country needs. We are starting to 
perceive the formation of a potentially victorious alli- 
ance. I am also very pleased that others too have come to 
the realization that the agreement cannot be merely 
technical and electoral. 


[Testa] According to your wishes, it is only [Italian 
People’s Party (PPI) Secretary] Martinazzoli that is 
missing now.... 


[Berlusconi] Yes, now I hope that Martinazzoli too will 
promptly add his unreserved support. We shall see 
Meanwhile, however, we will pursue our own path, 
proceeding with the operational phase, because hitherto 
what has happened exists only on paper. However, one 
thing must be quite clear: The agreement between the 
liberals and democrats must be based on the rejection of 
any unjust discrimination. 


[Testa] Yes, but what are the confines of the moderate 
alignment? 


[Berlusconi] Those of the liberal-democratic area, 
excluding extreme positions. 


[Testa] So is it all over with [Italian Social Movement 
(MSI) Secretary} Fini? 


[Berlusconi] We are watching carefully all that is hap- 
pening in the right-wing area and within the National 
Alliance. We followed the congress proceedings and are 
waiting to see the documents that were approved; I will 
read them carefully. 


[Testa] Let us return to Segni and Martinazzoli. 
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[Berlusconi] A step forward was taken today, but it is not 
complete. 


enter the arena. There has been a rise in the figure, a 
[Testa] What percentage have you reached now? 


[Berlusconi] The figures are not definitely proven yet, 
but I can say that one in four interviewees said that they 
would vote for us; in other words, we have 25 percent. 
[passage omitted] 


Leftists’ Comments on League-Segni Accord 
Viewed 

BR2501154394 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
25 Jan 94 p 4 


[Unattributed report: “Left Accuses ‘Transformist 
Segni™] 


[Text] Rome—Just one word: transformist. This is how 
the left is describing [Pact for Italy leader] Segni. They 
stress that, just a few months ago, he was affirming his 
agreement with the Democratic Alliance [AD], first and 
foremost by saying “no” to the League. According to 
[Democratic Party of the Left (PDS) lower house floor 
leader] Massimo D’Alema, however, the agreement 
signed between the Pact and the League does not pose a 
problem for the progressive pole but for [Italian People’s 
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Party (PPI) Secretary] Martinazzoli: “The People’s Party 
is the most to blame in its desire to guarantee the 
political autonomy of a Catholic-backed force.” 


According to the PDS floor leader, the agreement causes 
confusion since it groups together “forces that came into 
the battle as opponents. Just a few months ago, Segni 
said he was an alternative to the League.” Has [League 
Secretary] Bossi abandoned the idea of splitting Italy? 
“From Bossi’s mouth we have heard every possible and 
imaginable statement, and the contrary.” Nevertheless, 
continued D’Alema, out of the confusion people could, 
paradoxically, find clarity “when a power group is 
formed with the sole aim of repelling the progressive 
pole.” Moreover, the agreement is “contradictory” with 
respect to the pope's letter on Catholic unity: “In the 
message there is a reference to the values of solidarity 
and national unity to which the political agreement of 
the Catholics can be attached which contradicts the 
agreement with the League.” On this point, the PDS 
floor leader concluded that it was not important to know 
whether [Fininvest President] Berlusconi will directly 
enter the race because “Berlusconi has already entered 
the race, with his people and his TV channels.” 


Claudio Petruccioli, of the PDS secretariat, was even more 
explicit in his comments: “To reach this agreement, both the 
League and Segni have had to ‘Berlusconize’ themselves. 
Inevitably, the same would happen to anyone who was 
tempted to join the agreement.” 


The Rete secretariat had fiery words for Segni who had 
finally revealed his hand “after deceiving the Italian 
people.” This “self-styled” program agreed between the 
Pact and the League “is seeking to hide an electoral pact 
for the geographical separation of candidates—the north 
for Bossi and the rest for Segni. We do not know whom 
to award the prize for the best transformist.” According 
to The Rete: “Instead of CAF [previously pact uniting 
Craxi, Andreotti, and Forlani], for the time being we 
have the SeBo, and we are waiting agonizingly for the 
SeBoBo (Segni, Berlusconi, Bossi).” 


What about Mario Segni’s former allies? Professor Pietro 
Scopola who sat beside Segni on the “referendum com- 
mittee” and who has now chosen the AD, does not 
appear surprised: “Yes, | was expecting it. Besides, Segni 
had no choice: Either make an alliance with the League 
or go to the electorate on his own, which would be 
equivalent to committing political suicide. Of course, it 
is a move that runs completely counter to what he said 
on 10 October 1992, when he stated in no uncertain 
terms that he was an alternative to Bossi. The change, 
however, makes things clear—this is the birth of a less 
divided right.” 


For [Italian Socialist Party (PSI) Secretary] Del Turco, 
too, “it was predictable: The right is in earnest, the 
moderates are in earnest, the conservatives are in ear- 
nest. The side that risks taking this situation too lightly is 
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the left, where there is the risk that sectarianism, divi- 
sions, and differences will prevail.” The Socialist secre- 
tary concluded: “A formation headed by the Segni-Bossi 
pairing is worrying. A formation headed by [Rete leader] 
Orlando's fundamentalism is not of interest.” 


‘Progressive’ Forces Unite on Government Program 


LD2501223294 Rome RAI Televideo Teletext in Italian 
1906 GMT 25 Jan 94 


{Text} Delegations from the PDS [Democratic Party of 
the Left], the AD [Democratic Alliance] and the Chris- 
tian Socials have met and decided to unite on a common 
program for government to be presented to the other 
progressive forces. 


The points of convergence indicated in a communique 
issued at the end of the meeting were: the continuation of 
economic and financial re-onstruction started by the 
[Prime Minister Carlo Azegliv; Ciampi government and 
radical innovations in social policy. 

The progressive round table will meet again next week 
immediately after the PSI's [Italian Socialist Party] gen- 
eral assembly. 


Mafia’s Extension Into Other Regions Detailed 


94ES0226A Rome ESPRESSO in Italian 14 Jan 94 
pp 64-65 


[Article by Cristina Mariotti: “It Is Cinisello, But It 
Seems Like Alcamo”] 


[Text] Mafia: Report on the mobs up north. They are into 

drugs and arms, but also into hotels, spas, tourism, 

finance, etc. The Anti-Mafia Commission mapped out 

= — activities outside of Sicily and has discov- 
that.... 


Maybe it does not yet hold true for London, where 
according to a fictional investigation published in the 
SUNDAY TIMES the remnants of the Mafia’s top 
leadership now reside, but it certainly does hold true in 
Cinisello Balsamo. For Cosa Nostra this town in the 
hinterland of Milan could just as well be located in the 
outskirts of Palermo, a piece of Mafia territory that thus 
far has only been identified with Sicily. Very soon, the 
old rule that a boss loses his control outside of Sicily 
could no longer apply. 


This was one of the more interesting discoveries made by 
the Anti-Mafia Commission, which all last year traveled 
the length and breadth of Italy trying to understand to 
what extent Mafia corruption had infected the country. 
Their conclusion, which is contained in the report just 
completed by PDS [Democratic Party of the Left] Sen- 
ator Carlo Smuraglia, is the following: There is no region 
that is exempi from the contagion. New targets for Mafia 
investments include: the very tranquil Val d'Aosta, 
where the Nirta clan from Calabria is in control of the 
region’s criminal activities; the impenetrable Sardinia, 
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where the Mafia—according to a credible informer like 
Gaspare Mutolo—engages in real estate speculation 
along the eastern coast and is trying to get its hands on 
the tourist industry almost everywhere; and even the less 
important Basilicata region, which became attractive to 
the criminal groups after the construction of the FIAT 
plant in Melfi and the agricultural development of 
Metaponto because of the economic setup that made it 
possible to manipulate public works subcontracts and 
those in charge. Not even the Molise region is immune. 
It is used as a transit zone for the drug traffic between 
Puglia and Calabria. 


The Mafia’s traditional economic activities are still 
drugs, arms, and public works contracts. These are 
followed by extorsion, usury, and investments in busi- 
nesses (the Mafia buys hotels in Versilia; casinos in 
Liguria; and spas in Tuscany). It is flexible in adapting to 
local ircumstances, and disguises itself so well that it 
manages to get its own representatives elected to local 
administrations. Will we soon be seeing municipal coun- 
cils dissolved in Lombardy because they were infiltrated 
by the Mafia, like the councils were in Calabria, Cam- 
pania, and Sicily? Infiltration is so widespread that 
territorial conflicts arise between the various organiza- 
tions and are referred to the Mafia courts in the areas of 
origin—Palermo, Reggio Calabria, or Naples. But arbi- 
trators are also sent out in the field to make peace. 


Senator Smuraglia’s report offers the Milan Car Park as 
a dramatic example of the new Mafia strategy. ii was 
investigated by the Florence District Attorney's Office 
without anyone questioning its jurisdiction in the 
matter. Individuals such as Giacomo Riina, uncle of the 
boss of bosses in Cosa Nostra, and Nitto Santapaola, 
who is connected with the Corleone family, were 
involved with the car park, which in fact was not only an 
important part of the Mafia activities of Cosa Nostra in 
Lombardy, Tuscany, and Emilia Romagna but of the 
*ndrangheta as well. 


The members of the Anti-Mafia Commission say that 
one of the most obvious ways that corruption is spread is 
through the institution of legal exile, which removes 
dangerous Mafia members from their region of origin. 
Although there was a recent decision to abolish these 
measures, there are still 1,079 of these individuals scat- 
tered throughout Lombardy, Tuscany, Piedmont, Basil- 
icata, and Abruzzo. And the so-called Brenta Mafia in 
Venetia suffices to illustrate the potential for contagion. 
Here in Venetia, between Padua and Venice, total con- 
trol of the territory has been organized on the basis of an 
ironclad alliance between the first relocated Mafiosi— 
who built a local hierarchy divided into gangs—and the 
local criminals. 


According to the Commission, the signs of corruption 
are unmistakable and common to all nine regions 
studied: Abruzzo, Basilicata, Emilia Romagna, Liguria, 
Lombardy, Piedmont, Val d'Aosta, Sardinia, and Tus- 
cany (Latium was excluded only because it is the object 
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of a separate investigation by DC [Christian Democratic 
Party] Senator Paolo Cabras). Arms and drug trafficking 
are on the rise all over, as are the number of financial 
companies and, above all, the sale of businesses—hotels, 
shops, and companies are changing owners at an aston- 
ishing rate—which often involves secret ownership. 
Then there are other regions where the Commission's 
work was based on written information and documents, 
like in Friuli Venezia-Giulia, Umbria, the Marches, and 
Molise. Here as well, we find shocking surprises, like 
discovering that Friuli has become the center for the 
illegal traffic of arms, drugs, and even nuclear material. 
It has been mostly the Camorra that has corrupted 
Molise and the Marches, especially between Pesaro and 
Urbino, where the Mafiosi buy up companies as fast as 
they can. In Perugia, which is in Umbria, it buys real 
estate instead. 


Is there a regional pattern to the Mafia’s activities? Only 
partially, because there are larger geographical combina- 
tions. For example, in the north there is heavier arms 
traffic, as shown by a list of the latest kidnapings in 
Lombardy. In Val d’Ossola in Piedmont, laboratories 
have been equipped to adapt arms coming from Switzer- 
land to the requirements of the Mafiosi, who prefer 
automatic weapons. Venetia, on the other hand, directs 
the traffic from the East. The Colombians have a special 
preference for Liguria for landing their shipments of 
cocaine (265 kilograms were confiscated last April). 
Milan remains the capital of money laundering. Sardi- 
nia, the coast of Abruzzi, and especially Tuscany are 
chosen for their tourist trade. Mafiosi have bougiit hotels 
like the Kursaal in Montecatini, luxury shops in Filo- 
rence, and beach establishments in Versilia where a 
string of fires was set by arsonists. To the commissioners, 
the president of a business association denied the crim- 
inal nature of the fires out of fear that the area's good 
name would be damaged. 


They are afraid of the same thing in Abruzzo, which 
holds the record for limited financial companies whose 
directors minimized any causes for concern to the com- 
missioners. Senator Smuraglia notes in his report that 
the same thing has happenc«! in the past in Puglia, and 
we know how that turned out--Puglia ended up ranking 
fourth in Mafia corruption. Public opinion in Tuscany is 
perceptive, but that does not make Prosecutor Pier Luigi 
Vigna’s testimony any less agonizing: 800 investigated 
for Mafia connections and the Mafia’s tentacles are 
everywhere. In Lucca, there is the Musumeci mob from 
Calabria; in Pistoia, a group connected to the Catania 
mob from Pulvirenti; and the Camorra rules in Valdarno 
or Figline. Also disturbing are the ties between the Mafia 
and the Masonic Lodge, which is very strong in the 
region. 


Symptomatic of the general tendency to underestimate 
the danger of the Mafia was the failure of the law that 
made it mandatory for banks to report suspicious trans- 
actions. As of August 1993, there had only been 230 such 
reports, and only nine of them came from the financial 
quarter of Milan. 
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Soares, Cavaco Silva Difficult Cohabitation 
Viewed 


94P20253A 


[Editorial Report] A spate of articles in the Portuguese 
press recently focused on the difficult cohabitation 
between Socialist President Mario Soares and Social 
Democratic Prime Minister Cavaco Silva. 

According to Fernando Madrinha’s article in the 31 
December Lisbon weekly EXPRESSO, 1993 failed to 
offer President Soares the conditions he needed for a 
“settlement of accounts” with the prime minister. The 
economic crisis did not cause the political and social 
upheaval Soares was hoping for, and the Socialist Party's 
(PS) gains in the municipal elections were not sufficient 
to jeopardize the government's majority, Madrinha 
notes. Similarly, internal Social Democratic Party (PSD) 
differences were not of a scale to threaten party disunity. 
““Cavaco-ism’ gave a little, but it did not collapse,” he 
comments. In his opinion, while Soares begins 1994 with 
a diminished ability to influence events, he is “perhaps 
more determined than ever” to harass the government. 
Additionally, in the course of 1993 the prime minister 
and the PSD learned to “answer in kind” and no longer 
hesitate to criticize a presidential decision when it affects 
their interests, Madrinha contends. The first quarter of 
1994 will be the most critical for the government, he 
continues. Most labor agreements are negotiated at that 
time. Moreover, the commemoration of the 25 April 
revolution will be an opportunity for Soares to draw a 
balance sheet of the situation, with negative factors to be 
ascribed to “Cavaco-ism.” Another area of disagreement 
is foreign policy. Soares feels that Cavaco Silva govern- 
ments have lacked “daring” and failed to take a broad 
view of events. As examples, Madrinha cites the differ- 
ences between the president and the prime minister on 
Angola, Macao, and China. In concluding, Madrinha 
asserts that even if Soares does not “dislodge” Cavaco 
Silva until 1995, he will certainly use his considerable 
influence to make the prime minster’s life difficult 
before the end of his presidential term. 


In Mario Mesquita’s opinion, expressed in the 7 January 
Lisbon daily DIARIO DE NOTICIAS, Soares still hopes 
to bring down the “imposing edifice of Cavaco-ism” 
before the end of his presidential term. Betting on time 
as his principal ally, the president devoted his first term 
to widening his base of support. He succeeded so well 
that, lacking a credible alternative, the PSD chose to 
suppoit him rather than field its own candidate. How- 
ever, at the beginning of his second term, Cavaco Silva 
increased his absolute majority thanks to the stability he 
brought to the country and the flow of EC funds, 
Mesquita continues. With Soares “isolated in the midst 
of Cavaco-ism,” the “institutional guerrilla” between the 
two men began in earnest in 1993, against a background 
of national and international economic crises, increased 
unemployment, bankruptcies and student unrest. All 
signs indicate the struggle will continue in 1994, Mes- 
quita contends. Even if the countdown for Soares’ term 
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has started, the president has not given up on his goal, 
however difficult it might be, he concludes. 

The institutional conflict in Portuguese political life is 
underlined by the results of a poll conducted by 
EXPRESSO/Euroexpansao between 21 and 27 
December among a nationally representative sample of 
481 individuals. Poll results appeared in the 31 
December EXPRESSO. Respondents were queried on 
the status of the Soares-Cavaco Silva conflict in 1994. 
Some 55 percent said it will increase, 31 percent thought 
eee eee 
dimini 


‘North’s New Star’ Profiled 
94P20253B 


[Editorial Report] Called by Carlos Magno the “national 
figure of the year” in the 24 December Lisbon weekly 
EXPRESSO, newly reelected Porto Mayor Fernando 
Gomes, a Socialist Party (PS) luminary, is now generally 
seen as the North's “new star.” According to Magno, 
Porto, which needed a leader in 1989 when Gomes was 
first elected, identified with the “technocratic discourse” 
of this economist and Eurodeputy possessing a “very 
short political resume.” Following his election, Gomes 
was increasingly recognized as a “serious player.” It was 
remembered that the late legendary PSD leader Sa 
Carneiro had asked him to join his Social Democratic 
Party (PSD) on the strength of his conviction that “this 
man will go far.” In fact, Lisbon politicians no longer 
laugh when Gomes is mentioned as a possible Socialist 
Party (PS)leader or even presidential candidate, Magno 
comments. The Porto mayor is his own man, he con- 
tinues, quoting him as saying that “I did not leave the 
European Parliament when the Portuguese Government 
wished to push me out, and I do not go where others 
want to take me.” According to Magno, Gomes is 
“calmly” preparing his way south to the capital, but 
remains fully aware that his “vital space” is still Porto, at 
a distance from the seat of government that enhances his 
authority. PS leader Antonio Guterres, who called him a 
“statesman” during the municipal clection campaign, 
had nicknamed him “Mr. North” when Gomes helped 
him wrest the PS leadership from former secretary 
general Jorge Sampaio. In fact, despite rumo;s that 
Gomes and Guterres will fight for the party leade ship, 
nothing points to a duel between the two men, Magno 
asserts, noting that while they may fear each other, their 
relationship also invoives sincere mutual appreciation. 
Gomes’ real test is still to come, Magno concludes: the 
sights of a winner of a string of regional victories in Porto 
are now naturally set on more important political battles 
at the end of the decade. 


* PS’s Guterres, PCP’s Sa Interviewed on Alliance 
94P20254 

[Editorial Report] Socialist Party (PS) leader Antonio 
Guterres and Communist Party (PCP) official Luis Sa 
provided their views on an alliance between their respec- 
tive parties. 
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In an interview with Guterres by Jeronimo Pimentel and 
Raul Vaz published in the 3 January Lisbon daily 
PUBLICO, the interviewers pointed out that since the 
PS failed to “crush” the communist electorate during the 
recent municipal elections, a leftist majority cannot be 
achieved without the support of the PCP. Denying that 
the PS intended to “crush” the communists, Guterres 
replied that his party’s goal was to defeat the governing 
Social Democratic Party (PSD). In addition, he argued 
that since the PS won 39 percent of the vote, close to a 
majority, it is “perfectly normal” that the “useful” vote 
penalize the PCP in favor of the PS. Asked how the PS 
will attract the traditional PCP electorate’s “useful” 
vote, Guterres answered this can be done by providing a 
credible alternative to the PSD government, not through 
an alliance with the PCP. The PS, he said, will run alone 
in the next legislative elections. Guterres also refused to 
speculate whether he would ask the left for an “under- 
standing” if the PS failed to achieve an absolute 
majority. When the interviewers stressed that rejecting 
an alliance with a PCP that openly desires an alliance is 
telling the communists their vote is not “useful,” 
Guterres replied he would explain to the communist 
mpeg | that “the best way to defeat the PSD is to vote 
or the PS.” 


The interviewers also noted that Guterres seems to be 
addressing one of the PS's “great anxieties,” the direc- 
tion in which the party will grow. Asked whether it will 
be toward the center, Guterres replied that the PS’s main 
objective is “to grow with the voters who chose the PSD 
two years ago because they believed this party would 
solve the country’s problems, but now are disillusioned.” 
Turning to the next presidential elections, the inter- 
viewers noted that the municipal elections produced two 
winners, Lisbon Mayor Jorge Sampaio and Porto Mayor 
Fernando Gomes, both “almost natural” candidates for 
the presidency. Asked which of the two men Guterres 
would choose, the PS leader said that both are “possible 
and strong” PS candidates who can defeat any rightist 
candidate, including Cavaco Silva. According to 
Guterres, the prime minister will gradually understand 
he has no strategy to solve Portugal's problems and 
choose the presidency as an “increasingly appealing 
solution.” 


PCP official Luis Sa was interviewed by Leonidio Paulo 
Ferreira and Paula Sa in the 7 January Lisbon daily 
DIARIO DE NOTICIAS. Sa was asked whether he 
thought the statement Guterres made in his recent 
interview—that “the PCP is not a credible partner for a 
government alliance”—was “offensive.” Sa replied that 
only the Portuguese people can determine if the PCP is a 
credible partner. The interviewers also asked Sa whether 
the PS's “obstinacy” in rejecting an alliance with the 
PCP stems from its fear of losing centrist voters. Sa 
pointed out that this was the PS's “pretext” for rebuffing 
the PCP for a long time; however, when an alliance was 
concluded for the Lisbon mayoralty race, the coopera- 
tion resulted in gains for the centrist vote. When Sa 
advocated a postlegislative election PCP/PS alliance to 
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add credibility to a project and gain votes, the inter- 
viewers asked whether the PCP is being “masochistic” in 
always calling for unity on the left and projecting a 
“weak image.” Sa replied that an alternative to a rightist 
policy is more important than the issue of alliances. 
As reported by Leonidio Paulo Ferreira in the 5 January 
DIARIO DE NOTICIAS, PCP luminary Carlos Brito 
expressed his belief that the Socialists’ “blusterin;” on 
the possibility of their winning an absolute majority by 
eschewing alliances is both indicative of the PS’s “arro- 
gant hegemonic ambition” and an “incitement to civil 
war within the Left.” 


Important 1994 Personalities Viewed 
94P20252A 


[Editorial Report] In an article in the 31 December 
Lisbon independent noted political commentator 
Antot:o Pinto Leite focuses on the five personalities 
who, in his opinion, are likely to exert a significant 
influence on Portuguese politics in 1994. 


— While still beset by his conflict with President Mario 
Soares, Prime Minister Cavaco Silva succeeded in 
limiting the victory of the Socialist Party (PS) in the 
municipal elections; however, he is concerned about a 
possible future alliance between the PS and the Com- 
munist Party (PCP), Pinto Leite believes. The prime 
minister is also tight-lipped about a possible presiden- 
tial run. Although a Social Democratic Party (PSD) 
congress is planned for 1994, it may be postponed for 
the first quarter of 1995, adding to the uncertainty. If 
it takes place on schedule, the PSD will know whether 
its leadership will change, and the country will find out 
whether the era of “absolute majority” may have 
ended. 


—President Mario Soares will contin'se to be influential 
in 1994, Pinto Leite contends, “presccupied with how 
best to complicate the government's life and how to 
convince PS leader Antonio Guterres to conclude an 
alliance with the communists.” In addition, he will 
“subtly feed the social conflict” to deny Cavaco Silva 
the success of a “social contract” that would be 
beneficial to the prime minister in the 1995 elections. 
An unknown at this time is whether an “enervated” 
and impatient Soares will provoke “unexpected situ- 
ations,” Pinto Leite concludes. 


—Despite his gains in the municipal elections, PS leader 
Antonio Guterres did not achieve his dream of 
becoming the “key to the system.” It would have 
allowed him to “sensibly” ask the president not to 
dissolve the Parliament and let the PSD become 
increasingly attrited. Guterres seems determined to 
eschew an alliance with the PCP for the 1995 jegisla- 
tive elections and expects that the Center Social Dem- 
ocratic Party (CDS) will steal enough votes from the 
PSD on the right to put an end to the latter's absolute 


majority. 
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—In Pinto Leite’s opinion, new Minister of Finance 
Eduardo Catroga will play a key role in 1994, as his 
realism and cautiousness, coupled with his use of 
“simple and direct” concepts, may lead to the hoped- 
for economic recovery. 


—CDS leader Manuel Monteiro, who will probably run 
in the Euroelections to test his power, has so radical- 
ized his discourse that he is now accused of extreme 
rightist views, Pinto Leite affirms. While this is 
untrue, it indicates that Monteiro has abandoned the 
moderation of his first months in office. He may 
perhaps be the recipient of more hopes from the left 
than from the right, Pinto Leite continues, because the 
PS will be unable to end the PSD’s absolute prepon- 
derance withoui his help. If 1994 is favorable to 
Monteiro, Cavaco Silva ought to worry, he concludes. 


* Main Lines of PSD’s European Agenda 
94P20255 Lisbon O DIABO in Portuguese 4 Jan 94 p 9 


[Article by Adelino Cunha: “Less Demogoguery Without 
Federalism”} 

[Text] In the campaign for the European elections, social 
democratic candidates wish to teach the Portuguese 
people what the European Union really is, demystify the 
role of the European Parliament and strengthen the idea 
that Europe is not just a faucet that drips money. As our 
newspaper has ascertained from Social Democratic 
Party (PSD) “European” strategists, federalism is an 
issue that will be clarified within the context of European 
construction to explain to the electorate that “what exists 
is a mixture of federalism, confederalism and intergov- 
ernmentability.” Thus PSD deputies will tell the Portu- 
guese people that if elected, they will fight for “this 
dosage never to be exceeded so that small countries will 
not be jeopardized. We cannot let Europe slide into a 
model with excessively federal characteristics.” 


Thinking of Money 

“Even while defending socioeconomic cohesion and the 
grant of structural funds to poor countries, the PSD must 
tell the electorate very clearly that Europe is not only 
money,” party sources told our newspaper. “European” 
social democratic deputies believe that it is bad strategy 
to ““beckon’ the voters over with money.” In other 
words, “as the funds are already guaranteed, the party 
must (re)introduce issues such as subsidiarity and the 
role of the European Parliament.” 


On this last issue, the governing party wishes to prevent 
the opposition from making unfulfillable promises, 
“since Eurodeputies can only emit opinions, which are 
just that,” according to a PSD official. 


Meanwhile, there is little probability that even with the 
talk about subsidiarity, the fields of competence of the 
European Parliament, the flow of money into Portugal 
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cratic candidates will succeed in significantly propa- 
gating the party's message. That is why, “within the 


bourg told our newspaper. This is how the PSD hopes to 
“see” stars in the sky. 


* Poll Shows Continued Pessimism 
94P20252B 


{Editorial Report] Recent poll results indicate a drop in 
public confidence in the economy. The 31 December 
independent Lisbon weekly EXPRESSO published the 
results of an EXPRESS- poll conducted 
between 21 and 27 December 1993 among a nationally 
representative sample of 481 individuals. Results 
showed that respondents are pessimistic about the coun- 
try’s economic future. When asked whether their stan- 
dard of living will improve, remain the same, or worsen 
in 1994, 33 percen: of the respondents thought it would 
deteriorate, 38 percent that it would remain the same 
and only 21 percent felt it would improve. Similarly, 79 
percent thought unemployment would worsen in 1994, 
compared to 14 percent who believed it would not 
increase. Concerning the government's assertion that 
inflation will hover around 5 percent, 70 percent said it 
would be higher, 15 percent agreed with the government, 
and 6 percent said it would be below 5 percent. Some 82 
percent thought that there would be a crisis in both the 
industrial and agricultural sectors, 3 percent thought it 
would occur only in the agricultural sector, with | 
percent picking only the industrial field; 5 percent said 
that neither sector would be affected. Finally, when 
asked whether the economy will increase at a higher or 
lower rate than in other European Union countries, 36 
percent thought it would increase at a lower rate, 29 
percent at the same rate, and 24 percent said it would 
increase at a higher rate. 


The | January Lisbon daily DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
published the results of a NORMA-Gallup poll con- 
ducted nationwide among 7,609 individuals over 15 (no 
further details), which showed that 43 percent of the 
respondents thought 1994 will be worse than 1993, 
compared to 18 percent who believed in an improve- 
ment. While younger respondents between 15 and 24 
were almost equally divided between pessimists and 
optimists (33 percent versus 31 percent), only 12 percent 
of respondents over 55 believe * in better days to come, 
with 46 percent affirming the uppusite. 


* Popularity Poll Result Noted 
94P20252C 


[Editorial Report] A recent poll gauged the popularity of 
various politicians, as well as their political prospects. 


The 31 December independent Lisbon weekly EXPRESSO 
published the results of an EXPRESSO/Euroexpansao poll 
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conducted between 21 and 27 December among a nationally 
representative sample of 481 individuals, with a commen- 
tary by Jose Antonio Lima. According to poll results, the 
thus far consistently popular President Mario Soares lost |2 
percent of his positive rating (a drop from last month's 58 
percent to his present 46 percent), while his negative rating 
increased 13 percent (from 5 percent to 18 percent). This 
loss, certainly worrisome for a president who usually enjoys 
almost unanimous support, stems from the electc:- 
ate’s resentment of his share of responsibility in the “insti- 
tutional guerrilla” he has waged against the government and 


Despite its gains in the recent municipal elections, the 
Socialist Party (PS) holds essentially the same share of 
voting intentions as the governing Social Democratic 
Party (PSD), 37.0 percent and 36.8 percent respectively. 
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Similarly, PS leader Antonio Guterres’ popularity is only 
slightly higher than Prime Minister Cavaco Silva's (35 
percent and 32 percent respectively). 


Respondents were also queried about the opposition's 

for 1994. Some 31 percent thought that 
Guterres will be a “good” leader in 1994, 41 percent 
expect him to be “reasonably good,” and 17 percent to 
be “bad.” Center Social Democratic Party (CDS) leader 
Manuel Monteiro is expected to be a “good” leader by 32 
percent of the respondents, “reasonably good” by 36 
percent, and “bad” by 19 percent. Communist Party 
(PCP) leader Carlos Carvalhas will be a “good” leader 
according to 28 percent of the respondents, “reasonably 
good” according to 38 percent, and “bad” in the opinion 
of 21 percent. 
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PM2501 154094 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 23 Jan 94 ¢ 14 


[Report on interview with Defense Minister Elisabeth 
Rehn, Swedish People’s Party presidential candidate, by 
Maria Romantschuk in Helsinki; no date given: “Finn- 
ish ‘Queen’ Wants To Be President™} 


[Text] Heisinki—“My leadership will be synonymous 
with more openness. Hopefully we will be spared behind- 
the-scenes politics. I pay no attention at ali to whisper- 
ings in the lobbies.” 

So said Finnish Defense Minister Elisabeth Rehn, who is 
well on the way to making history. She is the first woman 
in Finland to have a real chance of becoming president— 
the highest office in political life in Finland. 

A month ago few would have guessed that she would do 
well in the presidential election. Few believed this only 
two weeks ago, but then came the boom. Her star moved 
into the ascendant in opinion poll after opinion poll; she 
became a phenomenon. Her pet name of “Lillan” gave 
this boom the name of the “Lillan phenomenon.” 


Suddenly many people realized-—and women in partic- 
ular—that there was a possibility of getting a woman 
placed at the absolute political summit. And this in a 
country where the president is not a ceremonial figure, 
but a person with real power, as in the United States and 
France. 


The Finnish president controls foreign policy and can do 
so without any interference. In the past the president 
alone could appoint the government and demand its 
resignation; now this happens to an ever increasing 
extent in consultation with the political parties and the 
Eduskunta. However, even today the president can 
express a wish for particular ministers. The choice of 
prime, foreign, and defense ministers normally happens 
in consultation with the president. 


Today the president no longer has the power to dismiss 
the government and dissolve the Eduskunta. The initia- 
tive must come from the prime minister. 


“Very different views are taken of the powers the presi- 
dent has, depending on who is the president. Some, i 
harmony with the constitution, have exercised great 
power. Others have not made use of the opportunities in 
the same way and have been relatively modest in their 
exercise of power,” Elisabeth Rehn said in a special 
interview with BERLINGSKE TIDENDE. 


Rehn has followed the debate on whether Finland should 
have a woman president with some amusement and 
puzzlement, particularly that section of the debate which 
has speculated that a woman would would make less use 
of power than a man. 
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“Power has nothing to do with a person's gender. The 
way in which you use you power might be different, more 
feminine and softer,” she pointed out, adding that she 
will involve more people in the different decisionmaking 
processes. 


“In today's world it is no longer possible to sit there as 
chief and make your decisions alone. The more people 


two candidates went through to the second round in a 


dust Gosleate hen saued on hth cama 


In the first analyses that have been published since the 
first round it has been claimed that her success is not due 
to the fact that she is a woman, but to the fact that she is 
defense minister—a ministerial post she has held for 
almost four years. 


Today when many people feel unease about Finland's 
huge neighbor to the cast most people would like to have 
a president who can help to create security. 


Rehn assumes that she is seen as a “safe [tryg) figure” 


pro-EU [European Union] ‘dtitude, and the fact that she 
has always stressed the security which EU membership 
gives: 

“Not military security, but the security that comes from 
being part of a broader community.” 


EU membership will be decided in the final analysis by 
the people. The referenzum that will be arranged around 
a year after the results of the membership negotiations 
are Clear is not formally binding, but Rehn considers that 
it is absolutely binding morally. That is why it is the 
people who will decide Finland's destiny vis-a-vis the 
European Union. 

Rehn's attitude to Partnership for Peace is also unreserv- 
edly positive, even though here too she does not see it as 
military security: 
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“There will in no way be any changes to our defense 
policy, if we decide to participate in this partnership.” 
Earlier this week the Finnish Government decided that 
in collaboration with the defense minister the foreign 
minister will investigate what Partnership for Peace will 
mean. The point of departure is that Finland would like 
to take part in the creation of peacekeeping troops, but 
not in possible future military actions. 

“This is definitely not the first step toward membership 
of NATO,” Rehn said. 

Of the Baltic countries Elisabeth Rehn views Estonia in 
particular as important from the Finnish viewpoint. 
Our most important neighbors are Sweden, Russia, and 
Estonia, in that order,” she said, without downgrading 
Latvia and Lithuania as neighbors in the process. 


“Estonia is a natural cooperation partner | o: ws. 


“What Finland can do for Estonia is to reinforce its 
capacity to mainiain surveillance over and guard its own 
territory and to help in the creation of commercial ties.”’ 
Elisabeth Rehn does not try to hide the fact that she is 
where she is today because as a woman ¢-fense minister 
she has achieved a very prominent position in the mass 
media, both at home and abroad. She also admits that it 
would not have been so easy to get as far if she had been 
development aid or social affairs minister, for example. 
“As soon as I have done something as defense minister it 
is on the front pages of all the country's newspapers,” she 
said, regretting the fact that her ability to make an 
impression as equality minister—which she also is—is 
not as great. 


“A woman can exploit her gender in a different way. Sell 
and promote Finland in a positive way. And attract the 
attention Finland deserves.” 
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“Which will probably be lost,” she said pessimistically 
two weeks before the decisive round of voting, even 
though today she is leading in the opinion polls. 


The new president will take office on | March. 


NORDIC COUNTRIES 33 


ee Ss Gee Cae Sees 


LD2501152694 Helsinki Suomen Yieisradio Network in 
Swedish 1300 GMT 25 Jan 94 


[Text] Russia's debt to Finland, which runs into the 
billions, will be partly reduced by Finland buying 
weapons from Russia. This involves weapons and 
ammunition worth 450 million Finnish Marks granted 
in a supplementary budget last year. Finland is to receive 


94P20265Z Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 8 Jan 94 p 9 


[Text] Expenditures on health care dropped in 1992 for 
the first time in 30 years. Total spending on health care 
amounted to 44.6 billion markkas, which was 200 mil- 
ion less than what was spent in 1991. 
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Investments in health care dropped by 20 percent. 


The state paid 35 percent of health care costs, municipalities 
33 percent, and | 1 percent by the National Pension System. 
Households, or services users, paid only 17 percent. 


* Union Leader Praises Jagland for ‘Excellent’ 
Relations 


94EN0187B Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
27 Dec 93 p 6 


[Article by Stein Aabo of NTB (Norwegian Wire Ser- 
vice): “Jagland Gets Unique Testimonial From LO 
Leader Hagensen”™) 
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[Text] LO [National Labor Organization] leader Yngve 
Hagensen says cooperation between the LO and the 


Hagensen gave Jagland a unique testimonial and 


strained relations that prevailed between himself and 
Brundtland at times was due to the fact that they both 
have a very direct style. 


It is no secret that Hagensen fought behind the scenes to 
get “his” man in as the head of the Labor Party after 


committee, Hagensen had a finger in the pie. He has now 
confirmed that he got the result he wanted. 


“The personal chemistry is excellent. I think Thorbjorn 
is doing a good job as party leader. He also has the 
Storting group under control. | was sure that when he got 
a leading role, he would acquire the kind of self- 
confidence that would allow him to flourish. He has 
done so, and at the same time, Gro is doing a good job as 
prime minister. There is a good division of labor 
between the party leader, the prime minister, and the 
government,” Hagensen said. 


We asked what had caused the strained relations 
between Hagensen and the prime minister. 


“My style is direct and so is hers. We do not restrain 
ourselves when we disagree. Even though everyone 
expects us to lay all disagreements aside and put on a 
good act when we hold a joint news conference. But that 
is not the way we are, Gro and 1.” 


Hagensen stressed that it was mainly their personal styles 
that led to collisions. 


“My personal relations with Brundtland have never been 
negative, let me emphasize that. But when we disagree, 
we are unable to conceal it. She says what she thinks, and 
I say what | think.” 


Norway 
Brundtland Sees ‘Positive’ Signs on EU Talks 


PM2501172094 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
21 Jan 9475 


[Geir Salvesen report: “French ‘Yes’ to Norwegian EU 
Demands” } 


The whaling issue was also raised in Paris yesterday by 
Prime Minister Balladur, but the pressure on the Nor- 
wegians from the French on this issue is less than that 


ideal position, she said that “we have a few more 
undecided areas than Sweden.” 
Brundtland also took the opportunity to invite Prime 


Minister Balladur to Norway. It is 10 years since a 
French prime minister visited. 
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on the confidence-building measures to be positive, 
stressing that :t contains the old demands in disguise. 


Speaking after the National Council meeting, DIS! 
Democratic Rally] Chairman loann1s Matsis noted that 
indhes’ letter to Butrus-Ghah deals with all the pos- 
tions Denktas presented in his own letter to the secretary 
general, which are just as negative as they were in New 
York. Responding to a question on whether we are 
measures and discussion of the subsia ce of the Cyprus 
rssue, Matsis sard that all issues are now at the forefront. 


AKEL [Restorative Party of the Working People] Secre- 
tary General Dhimitrios Khristofias said he estimates 


[Text] President Rauf Denktas mei again today with Joe 
Clark, UN secretary general's special envoy for Cyprus. 


attitude, Denktas remarked thai it is the result that is 
important in such contacts and there is no result yet. 


Denktas underlined that the changes for progress in the 
talks will increase if the Greek Cypriot side conveys to its 
new generation and accepts the fact that the Cyprus 
problem stems from the Greek Cypnots’ wish to annex 
the island to Greece. 


Replying to reporters’ questions after the meeting, Clark 
expressed the conviction that all the meetings he held in 
Cyprus were useful. Noting that he docs not wish to 
make any comments at this stage, Clark said that he may 
issue a statement before departing the island tomorrow. 
Asked if he will mect again with Denktas after his 
meeting with Klindhis, Clark said that he may establish 
contact on the telephone. 
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Denktas Calls For Meeting With Kliridhis 
TA2501 164794 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1500 
GMT 25 Jan 94 


[Text] Lefkosa [Nicosia], Jan 25 (AA)—President Rauf 
Denktas of the ner Given Kira for 8 meting 


“We have to come to a solution one way or another. Both 
sides have to be satisfied, we are cager for that,” he said. 


Clark said he was not asking the two sides to declare 
acceptance of U_N.-proposed measures 


confidence-building 
before negotiations adding that “neither I nor the U.N. want 


The Mediterranean island has been divided into Turkish 
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several European countries, Athens is signaling that it 
will grant extensive freedoms to that organization. PKK 
militants can demonstrate in Athens and be active as 
political refugees. Greek parliamentarians frequently 
show their solidarity with the PKK. This situation 
greatly disturbs Turkey. Turkey describes Athens’ atti- 
tude toward this most sensitive issue as a show of 


[Pangalos}] The PKK does not base itself in Greece. We 
do not allow any political activity against Turkey. There 
are certain Kurds here. They have the status of political 
refugees as recognized by the United Nations. These 
people stage demonstrations. They have the right. Every- 
body has the right to demonstrate in the city. If they 
create incidents, they are arrested. It happened recently. 
Some of them hurled stones. They were caught, prose- 
cuted and punished. 


[Birand] Is the PKK a terrorist organization or not? 


[Pangalos] Listen, there is a people living in southeastern 
Turkey. They want their identities to be recognized. If 
you can resolve this, the problem of terrorism will 
automatically be resolved. If, after that, persons emerge 
trying to use terrorist methods, they will be isolated in 
the community. 


[Birand] It is not that simple. They resort to extreme 
violence. Everybody knows that. While this happens, we 
turn to Athens and we see that the PKK is there. 


[Pangalos] No, the PKK has no official bureau here. You 
cannot find the PKK here. They cannot carry out any 
activities. There are Kurds here. Their representatives talk 
to the press on behalf of the Kurds, not on behalf of the 
PKK. Do not forget that we are not a police state. We cannot 
drag Kurds from the street, torture them, and interrogate 
them to find out if they are PKK members or not. 


[Birand] Another point that disturbs Turkey is the fact 
that Greece places obstacles in the relations between 
Turkey and the European Union [EU]. Under the pre- 
text of the Cyprus problem, Greece tries very hard to 
prevent the EU from extending even a cent to Turkey. In 
fact, Greece has turned into a clear cut policy its deter- 
mination not to have the 12 EU countries open the door 
for Turkey. The key to that door is claimed to be Cyprus. 


[Pangalos] Yes, we have a political condition. Maybe it 
was we who proposed it, but the 12 accepted it, and it 
became a EU resolution. Now, it is impossible for the 
other countries to say that Turkey has been in Cyprus for 
a long time, that it does not want to withdraw, and that 
it should be allowed to stay. These other countries 
cannot come and tell us to lift our veto. That cannot 
happen now. 
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17 November ‘Proclamation’ of Assassination 
Noted 


NC2501182794 Athens ATHENS NEWS in English 
25 Jan 94 p 3 


[Text] Urban guerrilla group November 17 has claimed 
responsibility for the assassination against former 
National Bank of Greece governor Mikhail Vranopou- 
los, saying it had planned several attempts against his life 
over the last six months. 

In a proclamation sent late yesterday to the private Sky 
television station, November 17 said it had decided to 
“execute” Vranopoulos as the second most culpable 
person - after former prime minister Konstandinos Mit- 
sotakis and before former National Economy Minister 
Stefanos Manos—in the “criminal” sale of the Iraklis 
General Cement Company to an Italian-led consortium. 


It said the attack on Vranopoulos should also serve as a 
warning to individuals in either the private or public 
sector involved in specific privatisations. 

Former National Economy and Finance minister Ste- 
fanos Manos is also named along with Mr Mitsotakis and 
Vranopoulos as responsible for defrauding’ the Greek 
people and the dissolution of the Greek cement industry. 


The six-and-a-half page typed proclamation, stamped 
with the group’s trademark red five-pointed star, was 
dated June 1993. This was preceded by three paragraphs 
explaining that the attack had been planned for June but 
that the group had been forced to call off that attempt as 
well as others in July and September. 


Developments in the Iraklis case since June are analysed 
in an addendum dated December 1993. 


Mr Vranopoulos was replaced as National bank of 
Greece governor by the new socialist government elec- 
tion in October. His police protection was removed on 
September 6 after a review of his request for removal 
deemed he was no longer a potential target. 


In a postscript, November 17 also claims responsibility 
for several terrorist attacks since last winter, including 
explosions at the Moskhato, Maroussi, Petroupoli and 
Peristeri tax offices, a bazooka assault on the Nea 
Filadhelfia and Kaminia tax officials’ cars in Ilisia, 
Pangrati, Patissia, Ayia Paraskevi and Yaiatsi. 

The group warns senior tax officials it will strike against 
them without warning. 


17N [as published] claims that the PASOK government 
is not interested in a thorough investigation into the 
Iraklis case, because, the proclamation alleges, Prime 
Minister Andreas Papandreou was given, before 1989, a 
villa on the island of Patmos as a “gift” from the owner 
of the Khalkis Cements company, Mr Kioseoglou, in 
order to avoid the kind of investigation the former 
owners of Iraklis had had. 17N concludes this has made 
Mr Papandreou a sort of “hostage” of Mr Mitsotakis. 
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Demirel Discusses Ties With Azerbaijan, 
Karabakh War 

NC2501200894 Baku Azerbaycan Radio Televiziyasi 
Television Network in Azeri 1600 GMT 25 Jan 94 


{Interview with President Suleyman Demirel by Ibrahim 
Nebiogly; place and date not given—live or recorded in 
Turkish] 


[Text] [Nebiogly] Esteemed President, in your meeting 
with correspondents yesterday you announced that Azer- 
baijani President Geydar Aliyev will pay an official visit 
to Turkey in February. 


[Demirel] Yes, on 3 February. 


[Nebiogly] Could you comment on the importance of our 
esteemed president's official visit to Turkey? 


[Demirel] Azerbaijan is our soul mate. There is no one in 
Turkey who does not get excited when he hears the name 
of Azerbaijan. The occupation of Azerbaijani land by the 
Armenians deeply saddened us here. We have supported 
Azerbaijan in every manner, as the international situa- 
tion permits. But if we try to do anything else we would 
be harming Azerbaijan’s interests. We have defended 
Azerbaijan on every international platform and will 
continue to defend it every day. 


Esteemed Geydar Aliyev is the elected president of 
Azerbaijan. He will visit Turkey and be hosted as the 
president of an independent state. We will discuss bilat- 
eral ties and other regional problems with him. We will 
seek ways to ove-come hitches if they exist. We will 
discuss how to protect Azerbaijan's rights on interna- 
tional platforms, at the United Nations, and in the 
CSCE. It will be a very beneficial visit. Esteemed Aliyev 
is my invited guest. 


[Nebiogly] Esteemed President, as you know, the Turkic 
summit, which was to take place in Baku from 21 to 22 
January, was postponed. But the Turkish press has been 
publishing rumors for the past two days. I want to stress, 
as you yourself know, that this meeting was simply 
postponed. What is your view on this subject? 


[Demirel] We stated very openly that the decision to 
hold such a meeting at a more suitable time does not 
mean such a meeting is renounced. I will meet the 
presidents of the other republics in Davos. I will also 
meet Geydar Aliyev. We will find a date that suits 
everyone. I think we are engaged in politics, not in a 
fight. The important thing is to obtain results. It will 
benefit all the concerned countries if this meeting is held 
at a time when it can produce the best results. That is 
what we are going to do. 


[Nebiogly} Thank you. Esteemed President, what about 
reports that the Azerbaijani Army has now been trans- 
formed into a regular army and has been achieving 
success lately? What is your view on this subject? 


Israel’s Weizman on Peace Process, Relations 


TA2501195794 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 25 Jan 94 


{Interview with Israeli President Ezer Weizman by 
Turhan Ipek in Ankara on 25 January—recorded, in 
English with superimposed Turkish translation] 
[Text] [Ipek] Mr. President, could you first summarize 
the problems in the Middle East peace process? 


[Weizman] A negotiating process never continues in the 
same way as it began. It is natural for certain problems to 
arise in time. The problems that emerged in the after- 
math of the agreement signed with the Palestinians can 
be summarized under the following three headings: The 
boundaries of Jericho which will be granted autonomous 
status, control over entries and exits from the area, and 
the disagreements within the PLO. 

{Ipek] In your opinion, can Turkey play a role in the 
Middle East peace process? 


[Weizman] Yes, definitely. I would like to tell you that ! 
have been in office for eight months. During this period, 
I received invitations from many countries, but I post- 
poned almost all of them. I am conducting my first 
official visit to Turkey, because Turkey is an important 
and large country in the region. It also has a large 
population; and moreover, it is Muslim. It is a demo- 
cratic and secular country. It has common borders with 
Iran, Iraq, and Syria, in addition to the former Soviet 
republics. There is no need to explain in length the 
importance of Turkey, which is a part of the Balkans and 
has two impoi-ant straits. Turkey and Palestine [as 
heard] share a common foundation because of these 
characteristics. Turkey, which is an important power in 
the Middle East, can be influential in the peace process. 
It can influence the PLO and Syrian President Hafiz 
al-Asad. Turkey can play an extremely important role for 
peace, and it is doing so. 


[Ipek] Various international issues were also discussed 
during the talks. Within this framework, can you com- 
ment on the tragic situation in Bosnia-Herzegovina and 
Armenian attacks against Azerbaijan? 


[Weizman] Various international issues were raised with 
Mr. Demirel. We discussed the newly independent 
republics and the developments in Russia. It is not clear 
what developments will take place in Russia. These must 
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be closely followed. I hope the developments will pursue 
a democratic path. We did not discuss Armenian attacks 
with the Turkish president. The situation in former 
Yugoslavia, however, and the tragic developments in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina in particular, were discussed. The 
international community, the United Nations, and 
NATO must do ing to halt this course, which 
caused the death of some 200,000 people. Mr. Demirel is 
concerned about the developments in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. I would not like to speak on his behalf, but 
I think he believes that this stems largely from the fact 
that the world remains a spectator to the tragedy in 
Bosnia and the weakness of the United Nations. 


[Ipek] Lastly, what in your opinion is the future of 
Turkish-Israeli relations? 


[Weizman] I am very pleased with the warmth we 
encountered in Ankara. The talks were extremely con- 
structive and were held in full understanding. There is an 
important future for bilateral economic cooperation. I 
believe that during the 24 hours I spent with Mr. 
Demirel, we created a brand new beginning for the 
relations between the two countries. There is a beautiful 
and bright sun in Ankara. I believe that the future of 
bilateral relations is as bright as this sun. 


Meets With Assembly Speaker 


7A2501163394 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1300 GMT 25 Jan 94 


{[Announcer-read report over video] 


[Text] Israeli President Ezer Weizman, currently on an 
official visit in Turkey, received Husamettin Cindoruk, 
speaker of the Turkish Grand National Assembly 
[TGNA], at parliament today. 


At the beginning of the meeting, Weizman said that he 
chose to pay his first official visit abroad to Turkey and 
he is very pleased about it. Weizman pointed out that 
there are many common points between the two coun- 
tries—both governed by a parliamentary democracy— 
and noted that secularism is one them. He said that there 
have been occasional ups and downs in the Middle East 
peace process, adding that we have now reached a 
hopeful phase. Turkey is a great country which could 
significantly contribute to this process, Weizman 
stressed. 


In his statement, Cindoruk declared that Weizman’s 
positive thoughts reconfirm his peaceful character. Cin- 
doruk welcomed the steps taken for a lasting peace in the 
region, in response to the desire for peace. Cindoruk 
expressed the hope that the area, which turned into an 
illegal entity, will in the future become a region of 
tranquillity, in which democracy—-the concept of a 
state—and border discipline prevail. He said that ending 
terrorism—which is an extension of the Cold War—in 
this region will constitute a very important step in 
securing world and regional peace. Like all democratic 
parliaments in the world, the TGNA is waiting for and 
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supports the implementation of the recent declaration of 
principles, Cindoruk remarked. He also expressed his 
conviction that archaic methods, which are difficult to 
explain or comprehend, will never be utilized in this 


region again. 


Later, the talks between the two delegations continued in 
camera. 


Iraq-Turkey Pipeline Reportedly Damaged by 
PKK Bomb 

NC2501183394 London Kanal-6 Television in Turkish 
1700 GMT 25 Jan 94 


[Text] The Iraq-Turkey oi pipeline sustained heavy 
damage after PKK [Workers Party of Kurdistan] mili- 
tants bombed it last night. The damage to the pipeline, 
which was sabotaged at a point near the town of Cizre in 
Sirnak district, is estimated to be 500 billion Turkish 
lira. BOTAS [Turkish Pipeline Company] has started 
work on repairing the pipeline. 

[Begin correspondent recording] PKK militants who 
attacked two villages in Mardin Province on Saturday 
night massacred 20 citizens, eight of them children, 
using chemical gas. 

The PKK members attacked Cizre in Sirnak district the 
next day but were repulsed. One police officer was 
martyred during the clash. After being defeated in Cizre, 
the PKK militants bombed the crude oil pipeline at 
around 0100 this morning. A highly explosive bomb was 
used in the attack in the Duzova area between Idil and 
Cizre. Cizre, which lies 6 km away, was shaken by the 
force of the explosion. Smoke rising from the burning 
crude oil covered the Cudi Mountain and most of Cizre 
district. The fire was put under contro! when the valves 
were shut. The equivalent of 50,000 barrels of oi! spread 
throughout the surrounding area and caught fire. 
Damage caused by the pipeline fire is estimated at 
almost 500 billion lira. [end recording] 


Delay of Army Discharges Viewed 
NC2201101194 Ankara TURKISH PROBE in English 
13 Jan 94 pp 5-7 


[Article by Ismet G. Imset: “...and Turkey Is Mobilized 
Against Terrorism”) 


[Text] Determined to end the Kurdish separatist cam- 
paign in southeastern Turkey with military measures by 
next summer at the latest, Ankara last week revealed a 
major decision taken under pressure from the Office of 
the Chief of Staff. Following hundreds of protest calls to 
newspapers from relatives of soldiers who had already 
heard the news, officials were forced to announce that 
Turkey had frozen all Army discharges for periods 
ranging from three to five months. 


But, if expectations are correct, the decision is to be 
followed now with a brand new measure that will 





FBIS-WEU-94-017 
26 January 1994 


increase compulsory military service for all future con- 
script s—resulting in a step backward on a political 
promise that had been made to the Turkish nation by 
now President Suleyman Demirel, with the aim of being 
elected to power. 

The move was clearly implemented in accordance with 
demands voiced by the Turkish military and was 
intended to give the country’s military commanders a 
free hand in fulfilling their pledge to break the backbone 
of terrorism by spring at the latest. 


Even Prime Minister Tansu Ciller had to go on record 
saying that the development was not designed by her 
coalition government but was the result of a demand that 
had originated from the Office of the Chief of Staff. 


The words she used to describe what had happened 
somewhat shed light on the behind-the-scenes events. 
According to her, the Cabinet decision had been adopted 
as a result of “an absolute demand” presented to the 
government by both the National Security Council 
(MGK) and security forces. Her remarks also revealed 
who has the final say on major national issues in Turkey. 


According to sources close to the government, following 
last month’s MGK meeting, the “decision” was drafted 
and delivered to each Cabinet minister, one by one, to be 
signed. By Dec. 20, all of the signatures had been 
obtained and the decision was passed. With absolutely 
no legal right to protest, criticize or even express any 
views at all on this extension, tens of thousands of 
Turkish soldiers were told by their superior officers that 
their eagerly anticipated discharges were not to come. 
Instead, they would have to wait for at least three more 
months and “defend” their country. 


From the moment the measure was drafted at the chief 
of staff's office and relayed to regional and unit com- 
manders and then to soldiers, not a single word of the 
extension had been leaked to the press, despite Turkey's 
record of leakages on all issues. 


The head of the government, Ciller, knew how much 
such a freeze would hurt her politically as it would every 
other Cabinet minister. Yet, Defense Minister Mehmet 
Golhan was comfortably touring Tunisia at the time and 
Turkey's senior commanders were clearly preferring to 
place the responsibility for the decision on the politi- 
cians. 

It was so sensitive an issue that, according to Pariia- 
ment’s National Defense Commission Chairman Baki 


Tug, even he had to wait to hear the news from the 
newspapers after the horn was finally blown. 


When the decision had been relayed to Turkey's 500,000 
plus soldiers, they phoned their families to notify them 
of the extension. Once the families were informed, as if 
in chorus, they phoned the press which finally brought 
the news out. Military officials, who often search for 
opportunities to comment on national issues and, in 
private, criticize “the politicians” for interfering in their 
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affairs, were no more willing than the politicians to 
announce this decision. Cabinet members contacted by 
the TURKISH PROBE were telling the press to get their 
confirmation of the new measure from the Office of the 
Chief of Staff. Meanwhile, the Defense Ministry claimed 
that they had not been informed of such a development 
and only the prime minister's office could comment. As 
for military officials, pressed too much by the press, all 
they did was to tell journalists that the report was true, 
but added that Defense Minister Golhan “wanted to 
make the announcement himself” and that they should 
not be quoted on their confirmation of the decision. 


Clearly, no one wanted to take immediate responsibility 
for—and thus face the immediate consequences of—this 
decision. It was too controversial a subject to go public 
with, at least as the one responsible for the measure. 


The Verdict 


Although the official jargon on the recent freeze on 
discharges is jumbled and somewhat difficult to under- 
stand for the foreigner, what it basically means is that all 
conscripts, including regular compulsory soldiers and 
noncommissioned officers, will be serving in the military 
longer than they had originally planned. 

But because Turkish law prevents criticism of this deci- 
sion, no one can openly protest it. 


Thus, all Turks—those who at very young ages had 
planned their futures based on the former discharge 
period; those with businesses to return to; those who 
have families to support; those who have scheduled their 
whole lives: employment, marriages, business trips and 
debt repayments—must wait. Even soldiers with only 20 
days to go—those who have exhausted their handmade 
calendars marking off each day of the past 14 months— 
will have to add at least 100 days more to new calenders. 
And, in the meantime, the press is banned from 
reporting the resulting frustration or even writing what 
could be construed as protests, for this too is a crime. 


In other words, despite the careful way the news was 
broken to the Turkish public, there is nothing much to 
fear. For protest, if there are any, can only be worded by 
those who have litile to loose and even in the media, by 
chose who have now gotten accustomed to being closed 
down or seized on court orders. Thus, even though there 
has been a serious shock among soldiers and their 
families, the recent decision—or verdict—was passed 


without a problem. 


It appears that had the prime minister been kind enough 
to consult with her aides before giving in to the “absolute 
demand,” she could have at least prevented a reaction 
from within her own party. But she did not, and was 
consequently met with a strong response. 

Addressing her party's General Executive Board meeting 


a day after the extension decision was publicized, Ciller 
faced her first problem; not from the legally silenced 
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Turkish public, but from her own executives who clearly 
enjoyed the immunity of being part of a ruling party. 
And, they were tough on her. Not because of their 
concern for what such a decision could hold for the 
future on Turkey as a nation, but for what it could hold 
for them, politically. 


The reaction demonstrated, to an extent, how ignorant 
of national issues the True Path Party (DYP) had 
become and how little it cared for such domestic topics. 


Indeed, the strongest reaction Ciller did get was from her 
own party. The reasons for this reaction were perhaps 
best expressed both in a question posed by Tug and in a 
remark made by DYP Deputy Tevfik Diker: Tug, 
chairman of Parliament's Defense Commission, asked 
Ciller, “Why was such an important decision hidden 
from us?” while Diker, a member of the same commis- 
votes for the party. 

“We have already lost the families of soldiers who will be 
discharged three months late. The elections are ahead of 
us and most of the families with children serving in the 
Southeast are concerned. This will reflect negatively on 
the elections,” was how Diker put it. 

At about the same time, private ATV television anchor 
man and SABAH chief columnist Guneri Civaoglu asked 
the government why such a decision had been adopted in 
haste and what legitimized such an extension, as there 
was neither a war nor a mobilization. 


Perhaps unknown to him, there was a mobilization being 
conducted in Turkey even before the decision was 
released. In fact, the main aim of the extensions was to 
ensure that this mobilization would be of use. 


For, months ago, Turkey's Chief of Staff Gen. Dogan 
Gures had sworn that the military would wipe out the 
terrorists by next spring but there seemed to be no way of 
doing this without changing some of the principles of the 
new Turkish system. 


As Gures does not have too much time to make such 


changes—for he himself will be retiring next August— 
whatever happens must happen before then. 


The Reasons 


This also explains many other developments in recent 
days, especially the reasons behind Gures’ most recent 
furor over criticism toward the Army and his now- 
traditional argument that the risks Turkey faces in the 


recuired that Turkey's military be constantly prepared. 


According to Turkish military officials, the main reason 
behind the freeze of military discharges was the 
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increased drafi evasion throughout Turkey which had 
seriously hindered recruitment efforts. 


This was best expressed by Gen. Hursit Tolon, secretary 
general of the Office of the Chief of Staff, who said in a 
written statement that the Turkish Army was 110,000 
soldiers short. 

When seen in light of Ciller’s announcement that Turkey 


had 554,000 soldiers, this put the current shortage at 
about one-fifth of the Armed Forces’ total strength. 


250,000 draft dodgers in Turkey and most of them were 
from the terror-ridden southeast region. 


Thus, Tolon argued, the decision to freeze military 
discharges was made because the peacetime staff appar- 


revision of the previous decrease. According to one 
term of military service was 
a mistake in the first place since it was nothing more 
than fulfilling an electoral promise. “Fifteen months of 
compulsory service” was a slogan frequently used by the 


’ 
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What was evident, though, was that the impetus for 
adopting the Dec. 20 decision did not come in the form 
of a perception of a global threat, but was a result of 

ing events in the southeast region. Statistics from 
1993 indicated that, despite official statements, there 
was a 100 percent increase in the number of armed 
activities in that region and Kurdish separatism had 
claimed a twofold increase in lives that year compared to 
1992. 


As Tolon put it, Turkey was seeking now to keep trained 
personne! at hand in the combat zone, especiatly before 
the military launches its massive crackdown. 


In the words of Interior Minister Nahit Mentese, winter 
operations against the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party (PKK) are to continue with full steam in the 
coming days. And in the spring and summer, the “final 
blow” is to be delivered. As Gothan has put it, “We need 
trained soldiers for several months. We have ordered a 
freeze on the discharge of trained soldiers in view of the 
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continuing domestic threat and the upcoming operations 
to be carried out in southeast Anatolia during the winter 
and spring.” 

Thus, there is no doubt that the main reason behind the 
freeze is neither “the increased threat from Greece,” as 
some papers have reported, nor the developments in the 
former Soviet republics. Perhaps these have had some 
influence on the decision, but the extension appears 
primarily as a result of domestic issues. 


Several issues ago, TURKISH PROBE had informed its 
readers that a countdown had begun for the southeast 
region and that by March 1994, there would be an 
immense operation in this trouble spot of Turkey. It now 
appears as though the operation is currently underway 
and may gain momentum in the coming weeks. March, 
though, is still the most crucial month. 


Not only because it is the month of “uprisings” for the 
PKK, but also because all developments during that 
month are to affect the whole of Turkish democracy, 
most probably to be reflected in military appointments, 
promotions and retirements in August. During the 
debate over military service, ome “leak” to the press was 
of interest to the outside observer, although the military 
later denied its authenticity. According to several reports 
in large circulation newspapers, along with the extension 
of military service, “all resignations and retirements 
from the Armed Forces” had also been frozen. 

Chis is indeed not true——for the time being. But cynics 
ay there may be a reason behind such a “leak.” Perhaps 
it was aimed at putting the possibility into the heads of 
millions of Turks only to prepare everyone for such a 
development. 


To be more open, if in March the final clash begins and 
things get out of hand, if the PKK cannot be crushed by 
the spring and if speculation on the reai intentions of the 
current Turkish command structure do take place, Gen. 
Dogan Gures and others waiting their turn to retire, may 
not have to this in August. Gures’ term in office had 
already been extended by a special decree for an addi- 
tional year, although his retirement had come up in 
1993. After the extension though, the Constitutional 
Court ruled against the government's authority to make 
such decisions. But, because no application had been 
made against Gures’ extension in the legally required 
time, he remained in his position. 


But there has been no legal—or constitutional— 
extension for him this year. The only way his stay, and 
those of his close aides, could be extended would be if 
heavy increase in violence to the point of civil war 
occurred. In that case, all retirement and resignations 
from the Armed Forces could be legally halted. As for 
what is happening in the Southeast, a brief summary of 
how the recent decision will affect the country i 
follows: At least 40,000 soldiers who would have 
discharged in the southeast region next March wi 
remain on duty. 
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Iskenderun from Izmir 

in with reports reaching the Turkish capital that there 
has been intensified military preparation throughout the 
region and that new armored personne! carriers, tanks, 
attack helicopters, armored vehicles and warplanes had 
been deployed. Reports also disclosed that gendarmerie 
depots are so full that newly deployed equipment, 
including Russian-made BTR-80 armored vehicles, are 
now being stocked at depots of the Land Forces Com- 
mand. 

According to a senior general interviewed by the TDN 


And, despite Ciller's own announcement that the exten- 
sion of military service is a one-time-only decision, 


pulsory service periods wil) be extended up to 18 
, military service is 15 months for 
private and 12 months for noncommissioned officers. 


What all of this means is that Turkey is on its way to a 
full mobilization to counter separatist activities and that 
many new developments should be expected in the near 
future. These may include the declaration of a state of 
emergency throughout the country, the declaration of 
martial law and even the constitutional declaration of 
the existence of “civil war” conditions. 


Whatever happens, it is evident that in one way or 
another, as long as terrorism remains on Turkey's 
agenda, it will be the military that runs the country and 
makes the final decisions on national affairs.... 
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